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The Baron over a bottle relates to his friends his 
travels. 4JioniJhing effects of aftorm . — A r rives 
at Ceylon; conquers two extraoraindry opponenls. 
-^Returns to'HUland. 

SOME year$ before my beard announced ap- 
proaching nianhood, I exprefled a ftrong de- 
fire of feeing the world, from which I was dif- 
couraged by my parents. A couiin, by my mo- 
ther's fide, took a liking to me^ and was much in- 
chned fo gratify nty curiofity. His eloquence had 
more effect than miire, for my father confented to 
.'my accompanying him in a voyage to the ifland of 
Ceylon, where his uncle had refided as governor 
many years. 

We failed froni Amflerdam with difpatches 
from their High'Mightineffes the States ot Hol- 
land! The only circumftance which happened on 
our voyage worth relating, was the wonderful ef- 
fects of a ftorm, which had torn up by the roots a 
great number of trees of enormous bulk that had 
been carried by the wind fo highj that they appear- 
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ed like the feathers of fnjull birds floating in the 
a r, for they were at leaft five miles above the 
earth : however, as foon tis the florm fubfided, 
they all Veil -perpendicularly into their Tefpective 
places, and took root again, except the largett, 
which happened, when it was blown into the air, 
to have a man and his wife on its branches, ga- 
thering cucumbersp \\hich- here grow on trees; 
the weight of this couple, '^as the tree* defcended, 
overbalanced the trunk, and brought it down in a 
horizontal pofitton ; itftU'rmHiii the-^ chief man of 
the ifland, and killed him on the fpot, to the great 
joy of the inhabitants. 

In about fix weeks we arnved at Ceylon, where 
we were received with great marks of friendfhip 
and politenefs. 

One day beiiig oiit on a ffiootihg party, 1 loft 
my conrpanions in "piafling through a wood. Hav- 
ing reached the banks ot a large piece of water, I 
.heard a ruftling noife behind; on turning about, 
. I was almoft petrified at the fight of a lion, evj- 
. dently approaching with an intention of fatisfying 
his appetite with my poor carcafs.^ What was to 
. be done in this horrible dilemma ? ' My piece was 
only charged with fwan fhbt, and I had no other 
about me : however, though I could have no idea 
of killing fuch an animal with thai weak kind of 
ammunition, yet I had fome hopes of frightening 
him by- the report, and perhaps of wounding him. 
I immediately let fly, but the report did but eri- 
rage him, for he now quickened his pace, and 
' feemed to approach me full fpeed : I attempted to 
efcape, but the moment I turned about, I found 
a large crocodile, with his mouth extended almoft 
ready to receive me; In Ihort, I gave myfelf up 
as loft, for the lion was now on his hind legs, in 
the very act of feizing me : I fell involuntarily to 
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the,, ground with fear, and, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, he fprang over roe : after lying io. thi» 
horrible fituation a few feconds, I heard a violent 
but unufual.noife.;. af^er liftening far fome time, I 
ventured to rai{e my head and look round, when, 
to my unfpeakable joy, I perceived the lion had 
by the eagernefs with which he fprung at me, 
jumped forward as I fell, into, the crocodile's 
mouth, which was wide open, the head of ihe 
one ftuck in the throat of the other, and thev 
were flruggling to extricate themfelves, ; with my^ 
couteau de ck(tffe I cut oK the lion's head at one 
blow, then, with- the but-end of my fowling. 
pioice, I rammed the head farther into the throat 
o,f the crocpdile, and dcftroyed him by fuffocation, 
Tl»e crocoflile was juft forty feet in length. 
. The lion's fkin I had made into tobacco-pouches, 
\^luch were prefented by me on our arrival in Hol- 
I^dttoUhe burgoniafters. The ikin of the croco- 
dile W3S fijuifed, and makes a capital article in their 
public muf€^um at Ainfterdam, where the exhibi- 
tor; relaies the whole .ftory tp each fpectator, with 
fiich additions as he thinks prpper : one pf them 
is, that the lion jumped quit^ through, the croco-, 
dile, and was n)aking;hi& efcape at the back-door, 
wlien, as.fopn as his l^ead appeared, Moniieur the . 
C/:eat Baron (a^ be is pleafed tp.call me) cut it off, 
and three feet pf the crocodile's tail ^long with it ; 
na^y.i. fo little atten^joo h^s thi^ feI}ow. to the truth, 
loathe adds. As foon as^the (^rpcgdiU miffed his 
t^il, he turned, about, fnaKhed tlie cauieau de 
ohajje' oW)t' ot Monfieur's hand, and fwallovved it 
With fgch eagecnefs^ that it pierced his heart, and 
killed hina on the fppt. 

The little regajrdtbis impudent knave has to vcr 
];^cityy makes appreheiifive that my mal. facts may. 
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fall un^:p,*fufpicion, by being found in company 
with his confounded inrentions. 



CHAP. II. 

7A<f Baron lofes his horfcy and finds a wolf;'^^ 
makes him draw hisjledge. 

T SET off from Rome on a journey to Ruffia, in 
^ the midfl of winter, on horfeback, as the moft 
convenient manner of travelhng; I was but Hghtly 
clothed, and of this I felt the inconvenience the 
more I advanced north-ealt. Charity, however 
induced me to throw my mantle over an old mart 
lying almolt naked, on a bleak ^rommon in Poland. 
At length night and darknefs overtook me. Na 
village was to be feen. The country was covered* , 
with fnow. Tired, I alig^hted, and faffiened my 
hoife to fomething like a pointed flump of a tree," 
which appeared above the fnow; and lay down on 
the (*now, where I flept fo foundly that I did rfot 
open rny eyes till i«ll day-li^t. Conceive my 
aflonifhmenr, to find myfelf in the midfl of a vif- 
foge; 1} mg in a church-yard ; my horfe was ndt t<> 
be feen, but I heard him fpon after neigh fome- 
where above me. On looking u'pwafds, I behbld. 
him hanging byhis bridle, to the weath^r-c6ck of 
the fteeple. Matters were .noW very ^lain :' thfe' 
village had been covered with fnow 6ve/ ni^t ;' a' 
fiidden thaw had taken *lace ; i had funk do^n* 
gently to the church-yaro as tlue fnow had melted 
away ; and what in the dark I had taken to^be d 
ftiimp of a tree appearing above the fnow, prbved 
to have been the weather*cock qf the..fteeple I t 
took one of my piftoli, fliot the bridle in two, 
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brought dawn the horfe, and proceedeJ on my 
journey. 

Advancing into the interior parts of Ruffia, I 
found travelling on horfeback rather unfaftiionable 
in winter, therefore I took a fledge, and drove to- 
wards St. Peterfburgh. In the midft of a dreary 
foreft, I, fpied a terrible wolf making after me ; 
he foon overtook me. Mechanically I laid myfelf 
down flat in the fledge, and let the horfe run for 
our fafety. The wolf did not mind me, but to6k 
a. leap, and falling furioufly on the horfe, began 
infl:antly to tear and devour the hind part of the 
poor animal, who ran the fafter for his pain and 
terror. Thus unnoticed and fafe, I lifted my 
head, and with horror beheld that the wolf had ate 
his way into the horfe's body ; I took my advan- 
tage, and fell on him with my whip, f his un- 
expected attack, frightened him fo, that he leaped 
forward with all his might ; the horfe's carcafs 
dropt on the ground ; and in his place the wolf 
was in the harnefs ; and I, on my part, whipping 
bim continually, we arrived in full career lafe at 
St. Peterfburgh, contrary to our refpective expec- 
Wioi^y and to the aflx>nifliment of the fpectatcrs. 



CHAP. III. 

En€9uniir between the Baron's nafe and a door-poji. 
-^Fifiy hrace of ducks and other fowls dejiroyed 
by ouejhot. — Fbgs a fox out ofnisjkin. — Van* 
quijhes a wild boar. 

ONE morning whilft I was in Ruffia, I faw 
through the windows of my bed- room, that 
a large pond,, not far off, was covered with wild 
. — B 3 ducks. 
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ducks. In an infbnt I took uji niy gntt, fart down 
liairs and out of the houfe in fuch a hurry, that I 
iniprudently ftruck my face againft the doorpdft. 
Fire flew out of my eyes^ but it did not prevent 
my intention ; I foori came within fhdt, when le- 
velling my piece, I obferved, to my fdrronsv, that 
that the flint had fprung from the cock, by the 
violence x)f the fliocK I had jufl received. There 
was no time, to be Idst. I prcfehtlytertnfetflbered 
t lie effect it had.upon my eyes, therefore opened 
the pan, levelled ray piece agdinft the wild fowls, 
and hit my fift againfl: one of ihy eyes: A hearty 
blow drew fparks agaih ; the gun went off; and I 
killed fifty brace df ducks, twenty widgeons, and 
three couple of teals. Prefence bf ittiiid is the 
foul of manly excr'cife,. In a ribble forefl in ffiuflla; 
I met a black fox, whofe valuable ikin it wouH 
have been a pity to tear by a ball or Ihbt. Rey- 
nard Itood clofe to a tree. . In a tWinkhrtg I took 
out my ball, and placed a fpike nail in its roqm, 
fired, and took fo dexterous an aim; that I nailed 
his brufh faft to the tree. I went up tohiitt, took- 
out my hanger, gave him a crofs cut over the 
face, laid hold of my whip, and "fairly flogged 
him out of his fine fkin. Once in a foreii, un- 
prepared for attack or deffence, i -fiad the misfor- 
tune to meet a wild boar. I retired behind an oak 
tree, juft when tbie furidVis anirrial levelled a blow 
at me, with fuch force, that his tufks pierced 
thtough the tree, by which means he could nei- 
ther repeat the blow nor retire. — Immediately I 
laid hold of a ft one, and hammered and bent his 
tufks in fuch a manner, that J^ie could not efcape ; 
whilil I went to the next village for ropes and a 
c^rt, to fecure him propev'ly, and io cany Tiimblf 
fafe and alive, in which I perfectly fucceeded. 

CHAP. 
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€ H A p. IV^ 

Shoots a flag uritk cherry JtoHts ; the wmd^fut 
effects ofiL^^Kilh a bear by extftiordihtiry dex-^ 
ie'rity, — Attacked by a wolf, tuhieh he turfis injid^ 
oiit.-^Is affai/ed b^ a fhdd di%, from Which h& 
tfvapei; hnt hh cloak h/bixed ibifh mddhefs, b^ 
which his whole wafdy6be islhfMn into eoHfufi^, 
» • 

AVERY fltlgbldt tireumft^nt^ WcUrred \b iM 
one dayj whfeh I Wjli oiit a ifhdotin|. Bar- 
ing fpent all riiVfliOt, I fotind liriei^fecteoly bCfdte^ 
ihe a ftatfly ft^fe: I charged Imltledfetfely With 
powder, and up6h it a gbbd hahdRil t>f feHWHf- 
ftones, which I happgnel tb B^tte iri rrty pbUbJi, 
I ffet fly at Him, arid Wt hirh jUft'on thfe rfUdfll^ 6# 
the forehead, b\?tW€en \\h ^ntft^rd ; if ftiiMH^ tiiifl^ 
but he hade off. A yWk- after; bclhfe Whh ^ paHy 
irt the fsHnc fd^eft]^ I Bi^hl^ld a hobfe ftag with ^ 
fine filH-grown cherrlp^tHle iboV'e ten ft^^t Sigh b%^ 
twcert his antlert. t im^^diMely lec^ll^t^timy 
adventure, looked tm hiVtt te^ hny propeftw arid 
brought him to the ei^^ttVl by Ohe (h^t, "wfti^dh dt 
once gave me thfe hatinfeh and thferry-ftwte? fqt 
the tree was Covered v^ith thte Hfeheft fWiti I ^felr 
rafted. Sportfmett hiuft dftfeftierj^etWifes teVfe fe- 
cotirfe to *ny expedient. tJay-Mj^ht ai^d Riy M^(^ 
der, were fpent one day in a Poliih foreft, Wti^. 
I was going home, a terrible bear made up to me 
in great fpeed, with open mouth ready to fall 
upon me ; I had two fpare flints ; one I flung with 
all my might into the monfter's open jaws, down 
his throat. It gave him pain, and made him turn 
about, fo that I could level the fecond at his rear, 
which, I did with wonderful fuccefs ; for it flew 
in^ met the firfl: flint in the ftomach, ft ruck fire, 
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and blew up the bear with d terrible exploffoir. 
Though I came fafe off; yet I fhould not wiih to 
try the experiment again, or venture againft bears 
wnh no other ammunition. However, another 
day, a'frightful wolf rufhed upon mc fo fuddenly,. 
that I could do nothing but folbw mechanical in* 
ftinct, and thruft my fift into his mouth. I pufhed 
on, till my arm was fairly in, up to the Iboulder. 
How fhould I difengage myfelf ? If I withdrew 
!Tiy arm, then the animal would fly the more fu- 
riouily upon me; this I few in his flaming eyes. I 
laid hold of his entrails, turned him infide out, like 
a glove, and flung him to the ground. 

The fame expedierrt would not have anfwered 
againila mad dog, which Too n ^fter came running: 
againft me in a narrowJbeet at St. Peterfburgh. 
Run who can, I thou^t ; and to do this the bet- 
ter, I threw off my fur cloak, and was £afe within 
doors in an inftant. L fent my fervant far the 
cloak, and he put it in the wardrobe with tny 
other clothes. The day after I was amazed and 
frightened by Jack's bawlinjg : ** For God's fake,. 
Sir, your cloak is mad !" Ibaftened, and found- 
my clothes tofled about and torn to pieces. The 
fellow was perfectly right in his apprehenfions 
about the fur cloak's madnefs. I faw him myfelf 
juft then falling on a fine fuU-drefs fuit, whicn he 
ihook and tofled^ with ali the fymptoim of hydros 
phobia. 
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CHAP. V. 

2he effects cf activity and prefence oj mind. -^ A fa-' 
vourite hound pups while,, purfuing a- hare; the 
hareaJfo litters while purfued by the houkd, — The- 
confequence. ^Prefented with a famous horfe by 
Count Przobosjky, with whith he perfo)rms eztra*^ 
ordinary feats, 

ALL thefe narrow efcajjes,* gentlemen, were 
chances turned to' advantage, by prefence of' 
mind und vigorous exertions; whichi taken toge*^ 
ther, make the fortunate fportfman, failor, arid' 
foldier; but he would be a very imprudent fportf- 
man, admiral, or general, who would always de^ 
pend bnchince, without providing the very beft' 
ihiplements;' which fecure fucceft. I was not' 
blamesrblfi in' this wajr; for Iharve always been as* 
xfemarkablefor the excellence of my horfes,: dogs^;* 
guns,' and fwords*, as fol:" the proper maifner of' 
ufing then]. I ihall not enter h^ne into any detajl^ 
of my ftables,^ kenndj* orarihdry*; but a favourite- 
bitch of mine I cannot help' menjtioniilg to you*^a^ 
greyhoiind; ^ndl never haddr faw a better. She^ 
„ ran fo fefl, fo muth,- ahd fo long« in my ftrvire;- 
ths^ Hie actually ran- oflF hier legs ;♦ fo' that, in'the* 
latti^r part of hei^life,^ I w4is under tlie n^eflitv of 
woi'king^^arid*,irfng»hetoriiy a** a' turnfpit,' in which 
mjality (bi ftHl fefved me matijr years. Courfingf 
ane day a* very Ihrge hare, I pitied my poor bitch*,- 
being org with jiups;- yet flie ^ould' rim a€ faft as- 
ey€fiL I could follow her on' horfeback oniy at ar 
diftance. At ^t>npe I fieai^d a' cry ay it were of a 

Jack of hounds— ^biit fo weafcaVid faiht <hat I hardly' 
new iVhat to make of it. Gormtig up; I was afto* 
infbed.' The ime had btoiM^ ia nmnm§ p the 
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fame had happened to my bitch in courfing....and 
there were juft as many leverets as pups. By in- 
ftinct theformer ran, the latter followed; and thus 
I found myfeif in poSe&on at once oi fix hares» 
and as many dogs, at the end of a courfe, which 
had only begun with one of each; 

I remember this, my wonderful bitch, almoil 
with the fame pleafure as a fuperb Lithuanian 
horfe, which became mine by an accident. I wa^i 
at Count Przobosiky's noble country feat in Lithu- 
ania, and remained with the ladies at tea in the 
drawing-room, while the gentlemen were down in 
the yard, to fee a young horfe of blood, which, 
was iuft arrived from the ftud. We heard a noife* 
•«.I haftened down ftairs, and found the horfe fo 
unruly, that nobody duril approach or mount him.. 
In one leap, I was on his oack, took him by fur** 
prife, and worked him quite into gentlenefs and, 
obedience. To (hew my Horfemai^ip to the la-^ 
dies, and fave them unnecefiary trouble, I forced: 
him to leap in at one of the windows of the draw- 
ing room, walked round feveral times, pace, trot, 
and gallop; and atlaftmade him mount the tea- 
table, there fb repeat his leflbns, in a i^Ie which. 
was exceedingly pleafing to the ladies^ for he per- 
formed them amazing w£ll^ and did not break a 
Ixngle cup or faycer. The noble lord, with his 
tdual poiitenefs,.' begged T would accept of this 
jioung- horfe, and ride him to conqueft and ho«^ 
nour, in the campaign againfib the Turks, which- 
was foon to be opened, under the command of 
Count Munich. We took, the field, among fe« 
vend other reafons* with an intention to retnieve 
the charaeter of the Ru&an arms, which had beea 
blemifheda little by Czar Peter's lafl campaign, onr 
the Pruth ; and this we accompli&ed after feveral- 
vciy SstiguiK^ and glodous. campaignA. Modefhr 

forbids 



( " ) 

forbids individuals to arrogate to themfelves great 
fuccefies or victories, the glory of which is gene« 
rally engrofled by the cammanaer. Nor do I claim 
any particular (hare of glory in the |;reat engager 
ments with the enemy. We all did our duty. 
However,, having had the command of a body of 
huffars, I went on a particular expedition, with 
difcretionary powers ; the fuccefs of which is, I 
think, fairly and only to be placed to my account, 
and to that of the brave fellows whom I led on to 
victory. We had very hot work in the van of the 
army, when we drove the Turks into Oczakow. 
My fpirited Lithuanian had almoft brought me into 
a fcrape : I had an advanced fore-poft, and faw 
'the enemy comine againft me in a cloud of duft, 
which left me rather uncertain about their actual 
numbers and real intentions : t4ierefore I let my 
flankers on both wings fpread to the right and lef^, 
and I myfelf led on flraight upon the enemy, to 
have a nearer iight of them ; in this I \yas gratified^ 
for they flood and fought, till, for fear of my 
flankers, they began to move off rather diforderly. 
This was the moment to fall on them with fpirit.... 
We broke them entirely, made a terrible havock, 
atid drove them not only back to a walled town in 
their rear, but even through it, contrary to our 
mofl fanguine expectation. 

The fwiftnefs of my Lithuanian made me fore- 
moft : and feeing the enemy flying through the 
gate, I thought it prudent to flop in the market- 
place, to order the men to rendezvous. 1 flopped, 
gentlemen, but judge'of my aftonifhment, when 
in this market-place I found myfelf quite alone, 
not one of my nuflars about me. I walked my 
•anting Lithuanian to a fpring, and let him drink. 
He drank with an eagernefs altogether unfatiable, 
but natural enough^ for when I looked round for 

my 



-ray-men, what flioulA I fee V the hind, part of the 
^oot creature's croup, and legs were mHliag, as if 
he had been cut in two, . and the water ran out as 
ii,.-^nae 4n,^ without ^reixefhing or. doing him any 
good ! This was quite a muftery to me, till J re-* 
turned to the town-gate. There I faw, that when 
I rufhed in p^Il-meU with theiflying enemy,, they 
hadidr^pp^d the'port-lcullis,, which had totally/cut 
ofF^hishuid part,.. that ftill lay quivering on. the 
outfide of-^he gate. Jt would have^. been an irre- 
parable lofs, had. not <fur farrier (a very ingenious 
lellaw) contrived to bring both parts together, while 
hot. ' He.fewed them. up,witn fprigs and yo^ng 
ihootsoii -laurels that were, at hand; the wound 
lieated; and, what could onl]^ have happened to 
•fa glorious an horfe,..th& fprigs, took root in his 
body,l grew up, and formed a bower above .me; 
fo>tIiat;afte^ wards I could fight under theihade of 
any pwn and my horfe's. lau rels . 



CHAP. V. 

The Baron is mude a prifoner of war ^ and fold for 
aflavci^Keeps ihi Sultans bees, which are at- 
tacked by two bears,„.Lqfes ona of his bees) ajil- 
ver hatchet y which he throws 4it. the bears rebounds, 
and flies up to, the moon ; brings it back by an in- 
genious invention ; falls to the earth on his, return, 
and helps himfelf out of a pit,.,, Extricates himfelf 
from a carriage which meets his own, in a narrow 
road, in a new manner,^,,! he wonderful effects of 
$he froji on a French Horn. 

T WAS not always fuccefsful. I had the misfor- 
■*- tune to be overpowered by numbers,, to.be 
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made prifonerof war ; and what is woife, but ah 
ways ufual among the Turks, to be fold for a ilave. 
My daily taik was to attend the Sultan's bees. One 
evening I mifTed a be^, and foon obfcrved that 
two bears had fallen upon her, to tear her to piecer 
for the honey fhe earned, I had in my hands only 
the filver hatdret, which, is the badge of the Sul- 
tan's gardeners and farmers. I threw it at the rob- 
bers, with an intention to frighten them away, and 
fetthe poor bee at liberty ; but, by an unlucky 
turn of mj arm, it flew upwards, and continued 
fifing till It reached the moon. How fhould I re- 
cover it? how fetch if down again? I recollected 
that a fpecies of Turkey-bean grows very quick, 
iind runs up to an aitoniftiing height. I planted 
one immediately ; it grew, and actually iaftened 
itfeif to one of the moon's horns. I had now only 
to chmb up by it into the moon, where 1 fafelxr 
arrived, but had a troublefome piece of bulineU 
before I could find ray hatchet ; at laft, however^ 
I found it in a heap of chaff ^nd chopped Araw. 
I was now for returning : but alas 1 the heat ofi 
the fun had entirely dried up my bean; fo I fell 
to work, and twifted me a rope of the chopped 
ftraw, ai long and as well as I could. This 1 faft 
-tened to one of the mooji's horns, and flid down 
to the end of it. Here I held myfelf faft with the 
left hand ;"' and, with the* hatchet in my right, I 
cut the longi now ufelefs end qf the upper part^ 
which, when tied to the lower end, brought me a 
good deal farther down ; but when I was four ot 
five miles from the earth aj leaft, it broke ; I fell 
^to the ground with fuch amazing violence, that I 
found myfelf ftunned, and in a hole nine fathoms 
deep, made by tjie weight of my body falling from 
fo jrreat a height ; to get out, 1 dug ileps with my 
nailsj End •afily accompltflicd U-, 
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Peace was fopn after concluded with the Turks ; 
and gaining my liberty, I left St. Peterfburgh. 
The winter was then uncommonly fevere all over 
Europe. . I travelled poft, and finding niyfelf in 
a narrow lane, bade a polliilion give a fignal with 
his horn, that other travellers miglit not meet us 
in the narrow paffage. He blew with all his 
might; but his endeavours were in Tain, he could 
not make the horn found ; which was unaccount- 
able, and rather unfortunate, for foon after we 
found another coach coming the other way : there 
was no proceeding; however, I got out of my 
carriage, and being pretty ilrong,- placed it, wheels 
and all, on my head ; I then jumped over a 
hedge about nine feet high (which, confidcring 
the weight of the coach, was rather difficult) into 
a field, and came out again by another jump into 
the road beyond the other carriage; I then went 
back for the horfes, and placing one on my head, 
and the other under my left arm, by the fame 
means brought them to my coach, put to, and 
proceeded to a»n inn at the end of our ftage. After 
we arrived at the inn, my poftillion and I refrefh- 
ed ourfelves : he hung his Thorn on a peg near the 
kitclien fire ; I fat on the other fide. 

Suddenly we heard a Tereng ! tereng! teng I 
iengf We looked round, and now found the rea- 
fon the poftillion had not been able to found his 
horn ; his tunes were frozen up in it, and came 
out now by thawing, plain enough, and much to 
the credit of the driver, fo that the honeft fellow 
entertained us for fome time with a fucceffive va- 
riety of tunes, without putting his mouth to the 
horn. 
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CHAP. VIL 



The Baron relates his adventures on a voyage to 
North America — Pranks of a whale. i-., A fcu-gull 

faves afailors life A dangerous leak jlopped a 

pojieriori. 



I 



Embarked at Portfmouth in a firft-rate Engliflj 
man of war, for Niorh America. When we 
arrived within three hundred leagues of the river 
Saint Laurence, the (hip ftruck againlt (as w« 
fuppofed) a rock ; however, on heaving the lead, 
we could find no bottom. What made this cir- 
cumiiance the more wonderful, was, that \\\c vio- 
lence of the fhock was fuch that we loft our rud- 
der, broke our bowfprit in tlie middle, nnd fplit 
^11 our mafts from top to bottom : a poor fellow, 
who Was aloft, furling the main Iheer, was flung 
at leaft three leagues from the fhip ; but lie fortu- 
nately faved \m Tife, by layin<j hold of the tail of a 
large lea-gull, w^o brougnt him back, and lodged 
him on the very fpoi freai whence lie was 
thrown. Whilft we were all in a ftate of afio- 
nilhmetit at the general and unnc Countable cont'ur 
fion in which we were involved., the whote v/s»* 
fuddenly explained, by the appearance of an enor- 
mous whale, who had been balking alleep, "and 
wasfo much difpleafed with the difturbance which 
pur (hip had given him, that he beat in all the 
gallery and part of the quarter- deck with his tail, 
9^nA almoft at the fame inftant took the main-fheet 
anchor, which was fufpended, as ufual from the 
head, between his teeth, and ran away with the 
(hip, at leaft iixty leagues, at the rate of twelve 
Leagues a.n hour, wh^n fortunately the cable 
Vroke. On our return to Europe fomc months 
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after, we found the fame whale, within a few 
leagues of the fame fpot, floating dead on the wa- 
ter; it meafured above lialf a mile in length. We 
got our boats out, and with much difficulty cutoff 
his head, where, to our great joy, we found the 
anchor, and above forty fathom of the cable con- 
cealed on the left fide of his mouth, juft under his 
tongue. One part of our diftrefs 1 had like to 
have forgotten : while the whale was running away 
with the fhip, fhe fprung a leak, and the water 
poured in fo faft, that all our pumps could not 
keep us from finking : it was, however, my good 
fortune to difcover it firft. I foiirid it a large hole 
about a foot diameter ; I had infinite pleafure, that, 
this noble vcffel was preferred, with all its crew, 
by a moft fortunate thought 1 I immediately ftop- 
cd the hole with the hinder part of my body, 
y fituation, while I fat there, was rather cool, 
but tiie carpenter's art foon relieved me. 
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CHAP. VIll. 

Bathes in the Mediterranean Jumps into the btlly 

of a fJk^.»'His releaje. 

T Was once in great danger of being loft in a moft 
^ fingular manner in the Mediterranean : I was. 
bathing near Marfeilles, one fummer's afternoon, 
when 1 difcovered a very large fifh, approaching 
me with the greateft velocity; there was no time 
to be loft, nor could I poffibly avoid him. I im- 
rnediately reduced rayfelf to as fmall a fize as pof- 
fible, by clofing my feet and placing my hands alfo 
near my fides, in which pofition Ipaffed directly 
between his jaws^ and into bis ftomach, where I 

remained 



( »7 ) 

remained fome time in total darknefs ; at laft it 
occurred to me, that by giving him pain, he wuuld 
be glad to get jid of me : as I had plenty of room, 
I played my pranks, fuch.as tumbling, hop, ftep, 
and jump, &c. but nothing feemed to difturb him 
fo much as the motion of my feet in attempting to 
dance a hornpipe ; he roared horridly, and liood 
up almoft perpendicular in the water, witli,his 
head and (boulders expofed, by which he. was dif- 
covered by the people on board an Italian trader, 
then failing by, wlio harpooned him. As foon as 
he was brought on board, the crew began to cut 
him up, by opening the bottom of his belly. As 
foon as I perceived a glimmering of light, I called 
out luftily, to be releafed from a fituation in which 
I was almoft fuffocated. It is impollibie for me to 
do juftice to the aftonifhment which fat on every 
countenance at hearing a human voice iCue from 
a fifh, but more fo at feeing a naked man walk 
upright out of his body ; in (hort, gentlemen, I 
told them the whole ftory,. as I have done you, 
whilft amazement ftruck them dumb. Indeed 
this circumftance appears fo incredible,, that I 
fhould hardly venture to recount it, but that the 
wiiole crew of the Italian velfel are living witneflcs 
lof its truth. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Adventure's in Turkey^ and on the river Nile. — Se^s 
a halhon over Conjlaniinaple ; Jhoois aty and 
brings it down : finds a French experimental phi^ 

lojopherfufpended from it Goes on an.embajy 

1c Grand Cairo^ and returns en the Nile, where 
he is thrown into an unex peeled Jituatiemy and dc' 
tainedjix weeks. 
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HEN I was in tlie fervice of the Turks, I 
frequently amufed myfelf in a pleafufe- 
barge on the Marmora. I obferved a globular fub- 
ftarice in the air, which appeared to be about the 
fize of a twelve-inch globed with fomething fuf-- 
pended from it. I immediatf:ly took np my fowl- 
ing piece, and charged it with five or fix balls-: all 
the balls took effect, and tore one fide open, and 
brought it down. Judge my furprife, when a 
mod elegant gilt car, with a man in it, and part of . 
a fheep which feemed to have been roafted, fell 
within two yards of me : when my aftonifhment 
had in fome aegree fubfidcd, I ordered my people 
to row clofe tq this ft range aerial traveller. 

I took him on- board my barge, and found he 
was a French philofopher, who «bout eight days 
before had fet out in a balloon from the land's end 
in Co/nwall, in the ifland of Great Britain, on a 
voyage of experiment to Exeter, but from the 
failure of tiie ftring fixed to a valve in the balloon^ 
inftea.l of Exeter, he was carried by the wind with 
incredible velocity to Conftantinople. 

The Grand Signior, employed me to negotiate 
a matier of great importance at Grand Cairo, whi« 
ther I went in great ftate by land ; having com- 
i pleated the buUnefs, I difmitfed all my attendants, 

! and 
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and returned like a private gentleman : the weather 
was delightful, aftd the Nile beautiful beyond all 
defcription ; I was tempted to hire a. barge, to def- 
cend by water to Alexandria. On the third day 
of my voyage the river began to rife, and the next 
day it over-fpiead the whole country for many 
leagues on each fide ! On the fifth, at fun-rife, 
my barge became entangled with v^hat I at firft 
took for flirubs ; but as the light became iirorigerj 
1 found mj'felf furrounded by almonds, perfectly 
ripe, and m the higheft perfection. On plumb- 
ing with a line, my people found we were at Jeafl: 
fixty feet from the ground, and unable to advance 
or retreat. At about eight or nine o'clock, the 
wind rofe fuddenly, and canted our barge on one 
fide ; here fhe filled, and I faw no irtote of hfr. - 
Fortunately we all faved ouifelv^s (fix men and 
two boysj by clinging to the alnrond-tree : in this 
fituation we continued fix weeks and three daysj^ 
living upon the almonds ; I^eed not inform you 
we had plenty of water. On fhe forty-fecond day 
of our aiftreis, the water fell as yapidly as it had 
rifen, and on the forty-fixth we were aole to ven- 
ture down on terra firma. In four days, after a 
very tirefome journey on foot, we reached the 
river, which was now confined to its banks, related 
our adventures to Murad Bey, who kindly accom« 
modated all our wants, and fen{ us forward in a 
barge of his own. In fix days more we arrived at 
Alexandria, where we took Ihippine for Conftan* 
. tinople. I was received kindly by tne Grand Sig- 
nior: had the honour oi feeing the feraglio, to 
vvh-ch his highnefs introduced me himfeTf, and' 
prefented me with as many ladies as I thoueht 
proper to felect for my own araufement, and that 

of my friends, 
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CHAP. X. 

Pays a vijit during the Jiege of Gibraltar to his eld 

friend General Elliott Sinks a Spanijh. man of 

war,„..lVahes an otd womaii on the African coajt. 
^„ Dejiroys all the enemy's cannon ; Jrightens the 
Count d'Artoisy and fends him to Paris, 

t^URING the celebrated fiege of Gibraltar, I 
r"^ went with a proviiion-fleet under Lord Rod- 
nej's command to fee my old friend General El- 
liott who had, by his dillinguifhed defence of that 
place, acquired never fading laurels. After th^ 
lifual expreffions of joy which generally attend the 
meeting of old friends, I went to examine the 
ftate ot the garrifon, and view the operations of 
the enemy* 1 had a moft excellent telefcope with 
me, by the help of which 1 found the enemy were 
roing to difcharge a thirty-iix pounder at the tery 
pot where we flood, t told the General what 
they were about ; he looked through the glaf:^ 
alfo, and found my conjectures right! I immedi- 
ately, by his permiffioDy ordered a forty-eiglit 
pounder to be brought from a neighbouring bat- 
tery, which I placed with (b much exactnefs that 
I was fure of my mark. 

I contiaued watching the enemy till I faw the 
match placed at the toueh-hole of their piece ; at 
that innant I gave the iignal for our gun to be 
fired aUo. About midway between the two pieces 
pf cannon, tbe^balls ilriick each other with amaz-* 
ing force, and the effect was aftonifhing 1 The 
enemy's ball recoiled with fuch violence as to kill 
th« man who had difcharged it, carrying his head 
fairly off, wi,th fixteen others, wiiich it met with 
in its progi/efs to the . Barbary coail ; where its 

force 
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force^ after paffing through three mafts of veffels 
that then lay in a line behind each other in the 
harbour, was fo much fpent, that it only broke 
through the roof of a poor labourers hut, about 
two hundred yards inland, and deftroyed the. few 
remaining teeth of an old woman, who lay aileep 
on her back with her mbuth open. The ball 
lodged in her throat. Her hufband foon after 
came home, and endeavoured to extract it; but 
finding that impracticable, by the aififtance and 
mannuer he forced it into her ftomach, whence it 
Iwas difcharged downwards in a natural way. Our 
ball did excellent fervice ; for it not only repelled 
the other in the manner juft defcribed ; but pro- 
ceeding as I intended it ihould, it difniounted the 
very piece of cannon that had been juft employed 
^gainft us, nnd forced it into the hold of the fhip, 
where it fell, with fo much force as to break its 
way through th^ bottom. The fliip immediately 
filled and funk, with above a thoufand Spanifh 
failors on board, befides a con^idmhl^^r^rnt^l 0* 
foldiers. 

As I am very partial to the Englifli, I determined 
not to. take my leave of the garrifon till I had ren- 
dered them another piece of fervice. I dreffed 
myfelf in the habit of a Popi/kPrie/i, and at about 
one o'clock in the morning ftole out of the garri- 
fon, paiTed the eriemy's Imes, and arrived in the 
middle of their ciimp, where I entered the tent in ' 
which* the Prince d'Artois was, with the commanr 
der in chief, and feveral other officers, in deep 
council, concerting a plan to ftorm the garrifon 
next morning. My difguife was my pretection ; 
they fiifFered me to continue there, hearing every 
thing that pafTed, till they went to their feveral 
beds. V/hen I found the whole camp, and even 
the fentinels^ were wrapped up in the arms of 

Morpheus, 
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Morpheus, I began my work, wWch was that of 
difmounti'iig all their cannon (above thriee hundred 
pieces) from forty-eight to twenty-four pounders, 
and til rowing them three leagues into the fea. 
Having no a&ftance, I found this one of the 
bardeft taiks I ever undertook^ I then piled all 
the carriages together in the centre of the camp, 
and a noble appearance they made, as high at leaft 
as the rock of Gibraltar. I applied a lighted 
match, I had laid the combuilibles attbe bottom 
fo judicioufly, tliat the whole. was in a blaze in a 
moment. To prevent fufpicion, I was one of the 
firft to exprefs my furprife. But this fact I have 
never divulged before (though 1 aloije faved Gib* 
raltar by this night's buiinefs), not even to General 
Elliott. The Count A'Artois, and all his atten- 
dants, ran away in their fright, and never ftopped 
on the road till they reached Paris, which tliey did 
yi about a fortnight. 

About two months after, by means of the fling 
with which. David killed Goliab, and which was 
luckily in my pocket, I threw a fhell among a 
liumber of the enemy, which did good fervice in- 
deed. They were juft going to hang two Englifh 
officers, one a general and the other a major, both 
my particular friends who had been detected as 
fpies. The fhell burft and killed every individual 
except the two culprits, who were fortunately 
railed above the reft in order to be turned off'. You 
may eaiily conceive their aftonifhment as well as 
their gratitude for fo unlooked for a deliverance. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The Balloon i..fVindfor caftle moved to St. 

George* s Fields College of phyJzcians,*...Under' 

takers, fextons, ^c. altnojl ruined. 

T Made a balloon of fuch extenfive dimenflons, 
•*- that an account of the filk it contained would 
exceed 2^11 credibility'; every wiercer's fhop and 
weaver's flock in London, Weftminfter, and Spital- 
.iieldsy contributed, to It; tvifh this balloon and my 
fling which liad almoft miraculous powers, I played 
Hiany tricky, fuch as taking one houfe from its fia- 
tion, and placing another in its ftead, without dif- 
turbing the inhabitants. When the fentiniel at 
Windfor-caftle heard St. Paul's clock ftrike thir- 
teen. It was through: my dexterity ; I brought the 
buildings nearly together that night, by placing 
Windfor-caftle in Saint George's Fields, and car- 
ried it. back ag3in before day-light, without wak- 
ing any of the inhabitants. 

On the 30th of September, when the College of 
Phyiicians' choofe their annual officers, and dine 
fumptuoufly together, I filled my balloon, broughl 
it over the. dome of their building, clapped the 
fling round the golden ball at the top, faftening 
the other end of it to the balloon, and immediately 
afcending with the whole College to an immenfe 
height, where I kept them upwards of three 
months. You will naturally enquire what they 
did for food fuch a length of time ? To thh I an- 
fwer, Had I kep^ them fufpended twice the time, 
they would have experienced no inconvenience on 
that account, fo amply had they fpread their table 
for that day's fenfting. . 

Thoughi^his was meant as an innocent frolic, it 

was 
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Vras productive of much mifchief to fevcral refpcc- 
table characters amongft the clergy, undertakers, 
fcxtons, and grave-diggers ; for it is a well-known 
fact, that during the three raohths the coHege was 
fufpended in the air, no deaths happened, ex- 
cept a few %vho fell before the fcythe of Father 
Time, and thofe who in the abfence of the phy- 
Ixeians received the aid of the apotbecaties. 



CHAP. XII. 

yiie Baron fails with Lord Mtitgr a ve.'^ attacks J wo 
large bears, and has a very narrow efcape 

' Gains the 4:onJidence of thefi animals, and ihefi 
dejiroys thoujands of them ; loads ihefhip with 
their hams andfkins.*,„The Baron declines th^ ho- 
nour of a throne, and an emprefs into the bargain.- 

TXTE all remember Lord Mu!grtive*s voyage of 
^^ difcovery to the North. I accompanied the 
captain, not as an officer, but a private friend. 
When we arrived in a high northern latitude, I 
was viewing the objects around me with rriy tele- 
fcope. I thought 1 faw two large white bears in 
violent action on a body of ice, and about half a 
league diftance. I immediately took my carbine, 
flung it acrofs my fhoulder, and afcended the ice. 
As 1 approached near enough to reach tliem, I 
found t^ey were only at play. I immediately be- 
gan to cialculate the value of their ikins ; unfortu- 
nately, at the very inftant I was prefenting my car- 
bine, my right u)0t flipped^ 1 fell on my oack, 
3nd the violence of the blow deprived me totally 
of my fenfes for near half an hour; however, when 
I recovered, judge of my furprift at #nding one 
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of thofe large animals had turned me on my face^ 
and was juft laying hold of the waiftband of my 
breeches, when I took this clafp knife out of my 
pockety made a chop at one of his hind feet, and cut 
oft three of his toes ; he immediately let tne drop, 
and roared moft horridly. I took up my carbine, 
and fired at him as he ran off; he fell directly. 
The noife of the piece roufed feveral thoufands of 
thefe white bears, who were afleep on the ice. A 
moft fortunate thought arrived in my pericranium 
juft at that inftant. I took off the ikin and head 
of the dead bear and wrapped myfelf in it, placing 
my own head directly under Bruin's,; the whole 
herd came round me immediately, fmelling, and 
evidently took me for a brother. After they had 
all fmelt me, we feemed \'ery fociable, and I found 
I could mimic all their actions tolerably well; but 
at growling, roaring, or hugging, they were quite 
my matters. I began now to think how- 1 miglit 
turn the general confidence which I had created 
amongfl thefe animals to my advantage. I had 
heard that a wound in the fpine was inltant death. 
I now determined to try the experiment, and jiad 
again recourfe to my knite, with which I ftruck the 
largefl: in the back of the neck, near the fhoulders, 
but under great apprenhenflons, not doubting but 
the creature would, if he furvived the ftab, tear 
me to pieces. However, I was remarkably for- 
tunate; he fell dead at my feet, without making 
the leaft noife. I refolved, therefore, to demolilh 
them every one in the fame manner, which I 
accompliihed without the leaft difficulty ; for 
though they faw their companions, fall,, they lTa4 
no fufpicion of either the caufe or the effect. Tq 
make ihort of the ftory, I went back to the fhip, 
and borrowed part of the crew to affift me in 
ikinning them, and carrying the hams on board, 
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which we did mi a few hours, and loaded' the Ihip 
with them. The bear-fkins I fcnt to the emprcfs 
of Ruflia, to clothe her majefty and her court ia 
the winter, for which fhe wrote nnea letter df thanks 
with her own hand, and fcnt it by an ambaflador 
extraordinary, inviting me to (hare the honours of 
her bed and crown ; but, as- 1 never was ambitious 
of royal dignity, I declined her majefty 's favour in 
the politeft terms. ' What the fex fee in me I 
cannot conceive ; but the emprefs is not the only 
female fovereign who has offered me her hand. 
Lord Mulgrave hasiince often expreffed a difTatif- 
faction that he had no (hare in the honours of that 
day, which he emphatically called the bear-Jkin 
day. He has alfo been very defiious of knowing 
by what art I deftroyed fo many thoufands, with- 
out fatigue or danger tomyfelf: indeed he is fo 
ambitious of dividmg the glory with me, that we 
have actually quarrelled aboutit, and we are not 
now on fpeaking terms. 



C H A P. XIII. 

Our Baron excels Baron Toil beyond all comparifon ; 
yet fails in part if his attempt, — Gets into dif" 
grace with the Grand Signior^ who otderS his 
head to be cut off^. — IJcapes, and gefs on board a 
vcjjel^ in which he is carried to Venice. 

"V/OU remember the cfrcumftance Baron De 
-*- 1 ott boafts of, namely having on the banks 
cT Simois, fired a Tu.rkiili cannon loaded witb 
330 pounds weight of gunpowder, and a marble 
ball of HOC pounds weight, the firing of which 

made 
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made a (hock like an earthquake, burft the ball 
into three pieces ; the fragments crcXfed the Strait, 
rebounded on the oppofite mountain, and lett the 
fariace of the water all in a foam, through the 
whole breadth of the channel. 

Now, when I was there not long fince, the 
anecdote of Tort's firing this tremendous piece 
was mentioned as a proot of that gentleman's ex- 
traordinary courage. 

I was determined not to be outdone by a French- 
man ; therefore took this very piece on my flioul- 
der, and, after balancing it properly, jumped into 
the fea with it, and fwam to the oppofite (here, 
whence I unfortunately attempted to throw it back 
into its former place ; for it flipped a little in my 
hand, juft as I was going to difcharge it, and fell 
into the middle of the channel, where it now lies, 
without a profpect of ever recovering it^ and, not- 
Ivithftanding the high favor I was in with the 
Grand Signior, as before mentioned, this cruel 
Turk, as foon as he heard of the lofs of his famous 

Jiece of ordnance, iffued an order to cutoff my 
ead. I was immediately informed of it by one of 
the Sultanas, with whom I was become a great fa- 
vourite, and that very night I made my efcape on 
board a veffcl bound to Venice, which was then 
weighing anchor to proceed on her voyage. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

An account of a journey from Harwich io Helvoet" 

Jluys. — DefcriptioH of a number of marine objectg^ 

never mentioned by any traveller before. — Rocks 

feen in this pajfage^ equal to the Alps in magni" 

tude: Lobfiers, Crabs, fife, of an extraordinary 

. magnitude. "^A woman s life javed^^^Her falling 
into ihefea. 






T HAVE. in my poffeffion a manufcript account 
of my father's journey acrofs the EngUfh chan- 
nel to Holland, which, that they may not be to- 
tally loft, I will now faithfully give you in his own 
"Words. ** On any arrival," fays my father, " at 
Helvoetfluys, I was obferved to breathe with 
fome difficulty : on the inhabitants inquiring in- 
to the caufe, i informed them, that the animal 
upon whofe back I rode from Harwich acrols to 
** their fhore did not fwim ! fuch is their peculiar 
** form and difpofition, that they cannot float or 
** move on the furface of the water : he ran with 
incredible fwiftnefs upon the fands, from {here 
to fhore, driving fifh in millions before him. I 
croffed,*' continued he, ^* one prodigious range 
of rocks, equal in height to the Alps, pn the fides 
of which there were a ^reat variety of tall, noble 
aquatic trees, loaded with marine fruit, fuch as 
lobftcrs, crabs, oyfters, fcollops, mufcles, &c. 
** &c. fome of which were a cart load, and none 
** lefsthan a porter's ! thofe which are brought on 
*' fhore, and fold in our markets, are of an inferior 
'* dwarf kind, or properly water-falls, i. e, fruit 
** fhook off the branches of the tree it grows on by 
" the motion of the water, as thofe in our gardens 
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are by that of the wind ! the lobfter-trees appear- 
ed the richeft, but the crab and oyfters were the 
talleft. The periwinkle is a kind otfhrub ; it 
grows at the foot of the oyfter-tree, and twines 
round it, as ihe ivy does the oak. I obferved 
the effects of feveral accidents by {hipwreck,&c. 
particularly a fliip that had been wrecked by 
ftriking againft a mountain or rock, the top of 
** which lay within three fathoms of the furface. 
** As Ihe funk, ihe fell on her fide, and forced a 
very large lobtter-tree out of its place. It was 
in the fpring, when the fobiters were very 
young ; and many of them being feparated by 
the violence of the (hock, they fell on a crab- 
tree, which was growing below them ; they have 
like the farina of the plants, united and produc- 
** ed a fort of mule-tifh. 1 endeavoured to bring 
*' one with me, but it wns too cumberfome,' and 
my falt-water Pegafus feemed much difpleafed[ 
at every attempt to ftop his career whili I con- 
tinued on liis back ; befides, I was then^ though 
galloping over a mountain of rocks that lay about 
midway the paffage, at leaii five hundred fathom 
below the furface of the fea, and began to find 
*^ the want of air fomewhat inconvenient ; there- 
** fore 1 had no inclination to prolong the time. 
As we drew near the Dutch fhore, and the body 
of water over our heads did not exceed twenty 
*^ fathoms, I thought I faw a human figui-e in a 
*' female drefs then Iving on the fand before me, 
** with fome figns of li/e : when I came c]ofe, I 
•* perceived her hand move ; I took it into mine, 
" and brought her on fhore as a corpfe. An apo- 
** thecary, who had jull been inltructed by Dr. 
" Hawes, of London, treated her properly, and 
" Ihe recovered,'* 
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C H A P. XV. 

This chapter contains a fact for wh:ch the Baron's 
memory ought to be dear to every EwgliJIiman , 

ON my return from Gibraltar, I travelled by 
way of France to England. I found in the 
harbour of Calais a ihip juft arrived, with a number 
of Englifh failors, prifonersof wat. I immediately 
conceived an idea of giving thefe brave fellows 
their liberty, which I accomplished as follows : — 
After forming a pair of large wings, each of them 
forty yards long, and fourteen wide,/and annexing 
them to myfelt, I moirnted at break W day, when 
every creature, even the watch upon deck, was 
iaft afleep. As I hovered over the (hip, I fattened 
three grap'i^Iihg irons to the tops of the three mafts, 
with my iling, and fairly lifted herfeveral yards out 
of tiic water, and proceeded acrofs to Dover, where 
I arrived in half an hour! the wings, I made a pre- 
fent of to the governor of Dover Caftle, where 
they are now exhibited to the curious. As to the 

f^rifoners, and the Frenchmen who guarded them, 
hey did not awake till they had been two hours 
on boverpier. The moment the Englifh men under- 
ftood their fituation, they changed places with their 
gnard, and took back what they had been plunder- 
ed of, and got a good booty befides. They gene- 
roully offered me falvage,but I on my part was too 
'dillnterefted to accept their offer. 
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CHAP. xvr. 

Voyage eajiward, — The Baron introduces a friend 
who never deceived him ; wins an hundred guineas 
by pinning his faith upon thai friend's noje. — 
Game Jiaried atfea, 

TN a voyage I itiade to the Eaft Indies with Capt. 
*• Hamilton, Itook a favourite pointer with m^ ; 
a dog worth his weight in gold. One day when 
we were at leaft three hundred leagues from 
land, my dog pointed : I obferved him for near 
an hour with aitonifhment; and mentioned the cir- 
cumftance to the captain, afferting, that we muit 
be near land, for my dogfmelt game. This occa- 
lioned a general laugh; buf that did not alter in 
the ^ leaft the good opinion I had of my dog. 
After much converfation pro and con, I boldly 
told the captain, I placed more confidence in 
Tray's- nofe, than I did in the eyes of every fea* 
man on board ; and boldly propofed laying one 
hundred guineas, that we ihould find game within 
half an hour. The captain laughed hArtily, defired 
L-* Mr. Crawford the furgeon, who was prefent, ta 

feel my pulfe : he did fo, and reported me in per- 
fect health. The captain, being incredulous, 
took my wager. Done! and Done! werefcarcely 
faicl on both fides, wlien fom'e failors who were 
fifhing in the long-boat, which was made faii to 
the flern of the fhip, harpooned a large fliark, 
which they brought on board, and began to cut up 
for the purpofe of barrelling the oil, when, be- 
hold, they found no \e{s ih^Lii Jix brace oflivepar^ 
fridges in this animal's ftomach ! 

They 
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They had been fo, long in that fituation, that 
one of the hens Was fitting on four eggs, and a fifth 
was hatching, when the fhark was opened I ! ! 



CHAP. XVII. 

Afecond vifit to the moon, — The. Ship driven by m 
whirlmtid a ihaufand leagues ahove the furfact 
of the watery where a new atmofphere meets tfiem^ 
and carries them into a capacious harbour in the 
moon. — A defcriptian of the inhabitantSy and their 

• manner of coming into Jhe Lunarian world. — 
Animals, cujloms, weapons of war ^ wines, vege- 
iableSi &c. 

I HAVE informed you of one trip I made to the 
moon^ in fearch of my filver hatchet : I after- 
wards made another in a much pleafanter manner, 
and ftaid in it long enough to take notice of feve- 
ral things, which I will endeavour to defcribe as 
well as my memory will permit. 

I went on a voyage of difcovcry ^t the requefk 
©fadiltant relation. On the eighteenth day after 
we had pafled the ifland of Otaheit.:, a hurricane 
blew our fhip at leaft one thoufand leagues above 
the furface of the water, and kept it at that height 
till a fre{h g^le arifing; filled the fails in every 
part, and onwards we travelled at a prodigious 
rate: thus we proceeded above the clouds for fix 
weeks Atlaft we difcovered a great land in the 
flty, like a filver ifland, round and bright; where, 
coming into a convenient harbour, we went on 
ihore, andfoon foQnd it was inhabited. Below 
us we faw another earth, which by my telefcope, I 
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difcoivered to contain cities, frees, mountains, rivers, 
feas, &c. and which I conjectured was this world 
which we had left. Here \^efaw huge figures 
riding upon vultures of a prodiirious fize, and each 
of them having three heads. To form fome idea 
of the magnitude of thefe birds, I muft inform 
you, that each of their wings are as wide, and fix 
times the length of the main-lheet of our veffel. 
Thus, inftead of riding on horfes, as v/e do in this 
world, the inhabitants of the Moon (for we now 
found we were in madam Luna) fly about on thefe 
birds. The king we found was engaged in a war 
with the SUN, and he offered me a commiiEon, 
but I declined the honour his majedy intend* 
ed me. 

Every thing in th^ lunar world is of extraordi- 
nary magnitude ; a common flea being much larger 
than one of our flieep : in making war, their prm- 
ciple weapons are raaifhes, which are ufed , as carts, 
thofe who are wounded by them, die immediately. 
Their fhields are ^ade of jnuflirooms ; and their 
darts (when radiflies are out of feafon) of the tops 
ofafparagus. None of the natives are lefs in fta- 
ture than thirty-fix feet; and they never indulge 
themfelves with food more than twelve times in a 
year, or once a month. 

There is but one fex of the animals in the 
Moon; they are all produced from trees of various 
fiz«s and foliage : that which produces the human 
fpecies, is much more beautiful than any of the 
others; it has large fi:raight boughs, and flefti- 
coloured leaves, and the fruit it produces are nuts 
or pods, with hard Ihells, at leaft two yards long : 
when they become ripe, they are gathered with 
great care, and laid by as long as is thought pro- 
per: when they choofe to animate the feed of 

thefe 
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thefe nuts, they throw them into a large cauldron 
of boiling water, which opens the Ihells in a lew 
few hours, and out jumps the creature. 

Nature forms their minds for different purfuifs 
before they come into the world ; from one fticll 
comes forth a vva^rior, from another a philofopher, 
from a third a divine, from a fourth a lawyer, from 
a fifth a farmer, from a fixth a clown, &c. &c. and 
all of them immediately begin to perfect themfelves, 
by practifing what they before knew only in 
theory. 

When they grow old, they do not die, but 
turn into air, and diflfolve like Imoke ! As for their 
drink, they need none ; the only evacuations they 
have are infenfible, and by their breath. They 
have but one finger on each hand, with which 
they perform every thing in as perfect a manner 
as we who have four be£des the thumb. Their 
heads are placed under their right arm; dnd, 
when they travel, they generally leave them at 
home ; this is a very common practice : and when 
thofe of rank or quality among the Lunarians have 
an inclination to fee what's going forward among 
the common people, they itay at home, i . e. the 
body flays at home, and fends the head only, 
which is fuffered to be prefent incoff. and return 
at pleafure with an account of what has pafled. 

Their eyes they can take in and out when they 
pleafe, and can fee as well with them in their 
n|n4 as in their head ! and if by any accident they 
lofe or damage one, they can borrow or purchafe 
another, and fee as clearly with it as their own. 
Thefe things appear ftrange ; but if theihadow of 
a doubt can remain on any perfon's mind, I fay, 
let him take a voyage there himfelf, and then he 
will know I am a traveller of veracity. 

CHAP. 
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C H A Pc XVIII. 

The Baron crojfes the Thames againji his will; 
roufes himfsy after a long nap, and dejlroys a 
motiopoliji, 

TVTY firil vifit to England was about the begin- 
^^ ning of the prefent king's reign. I had oc- 
cafion to go down to Wapping, to fee fomc gobds 
(hipped for Haniburgh : after that, I took the 
Tower Wharf in my way back. I was fo much 
fatigued that I itepped into one of the cannon to 
compofe me, where I fell fall afleeiS. This was 
about noon; it was the fourth of June : at one 
o'clock the cannon v/ere difcharged in memory of 
the day; and I wasfhotover thehpufeson the opi- 
pofite fide of the river, into a farmer's yard, 
where I fell upon a large hay-ftack, without wak- 
ing, and continued ihere in a found fleep till hay 
became to befo extravagantly dear (which was about 
three months after), that the farmer found it his 
intereft to fend his whole flock to market: the 
flack I was repofing upon was the largeft in the 
yard, containing above five hundred load; they 
began to cut that firft. I waked (with the voices 
of the*' people who had afcended the ladders to 
begin at the top) and got up, totally ignorant ot 
my lituation ; in attempting to run away, 1 fell on 
the fariper to whom the hay belonged, and broke 
his neck, yet received no injury myfelf I I after- 
wards found, to my great confolation, that this 
fellow was a moft deteftable character, always 
keeping the produce of his grounds for extrava- 
vagant markets.; one in fhort who (irft reduced to 
fyftem that: m^nppoly which has. lately fo much 
ground the faces* of the poor. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 

The Baron Jlips through the world: after paying a 
v'xjii to Mount Etna^ he finds nimjelf in the 
South Sea ; vijits Vulcan in his pajjage ; gets on 
board a Dutchman ; arrives at an iJlatidofChee/e^ 

furrounded by afea of Milk ; defcribesfome very 
extraordinary objects ,^^Lofe their eompafs; their 

Jhip Jlips between the teeth of a Jijh ; their diffi-' 
cutty in efcaping from thence; arrive in the 
Cafpianfea. 
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ISHING to vifit Etna,I afcendcd to the fum- 
mit of that celebrated mountain; a journey, 
which however difficult to common travellers, 
was nothing to me, who had feen fo much of the 
world. I walked round the edge of the crater, 
which appeared to be fifty times at leail as capaci- 
ous as the Devil's Punch Bowl near Petersfield, 
on the Portfmouth read, but not fo bread at the 
bottom, as in that part it refembles the contracted 

f)art of a funnel more than a punch-bowl. At 
aft, having made up my mind, in I fprang. 
Guefs, gentlemen, my aftonifhment, when I found 
myfelf in the company of Vulcan and his cy clops. 
Vulcan ordered Venus to fhew fne every indul- 
gence which my fituation required. To defcribe 
the apartment and the couch on which I repofed, 
is totally impoflible, therefore I will not attempt 
it: let It fuffice to fay, it exceeds the power of 
language to do it juftice, or fpeak of that kind- 
hearted goddefs in any terms equal to her merit.. 

I fhould have continued here as an humble at- 
tendant on Madam Venus ; but fome bufy tatlers 
wlio delight in mifchief^ whifpered a tale in 

Vulcan's 
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Vulcan's ear, which roufed him in a fit of jcalovfy. 
Without the lealt previous notice, he took me oae 
morning under his arm, and carried mc to an a- 
partment I had never before feen, in which there 
was, to all appearance, a well, with a wide mouth ; 
over this he held me at arm's-length, and faying, 
<* ungrateful mortal, return to the world from 
whence you came,** without givin^g me the leaft 
opportunity of reply, dropped me in the centre. 
1 fdund myfelf defcending with an increafing ra- 
pidity, till the horror of my mind deprived me of 
all reflection. I fuppofe I fell into a trance ; fron^ 
which I was fuddenly roufed, by plunging into a 
large body of water illuminated by. the rays of the 
fun ! I could, from my infancy, fwim well, and 

{)lay tricks in the water. After looking about m& 
bme time, I could difcover nothing but an expanfe 
of fea, extending beyond the eye in every direc- 
tion ; I alfo found it very cold, a different climate^ 
from Mafttfr Vulcan's (hop. At laft I obferved, 
at fome diilance, a body of amazing nrwgnitude, 
like a huge rock, approaching me : I foon difco- 
vered it to be a piece of floating ice ; I fwam 
round it till I found a place where I could afcend 
to the top. Still I was out of fight o( land, and 
defpair returned with double force : however, be- 
fore niglit came on, I faw a fail ; I fl-ung myfelf: 
into the fea, and they threw out a rope, by which 
I was taken on board. I eiiquired whsre we were, 
and was informed, in the great Southern Ocean ; 
this opened a valuable difcovery. It was now, 
evident that I had paffed from Mount Etna through 
the centre of the earth to the South Seas ; a much 
fhortcr cut than going round the world, and which 
no man has accomplifhed, or ever attempted, but 
myfelf. The Dutch are a very rude fort of people ; 
f E I 
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I related the Etna paffage to "the officers^ exactly 
as I have done to you ; and fome of them, parti- 
cularly the Captain, feemed, by his grimace and 
half fentences, to doubt my veracity ; however, I 
pocketed the affront. 

We were now exactly in Captain Cook's firft 
track, and arrived the next morning in Botany 
Bay. We ftaid here but three days ; Ae fourth 
after our departure, a moft dreadful i^orm arofe, 
which in a few hours deftroyed all our fails, fplin- 
tered our bowfprit, and brought down our top- 
maft ; it fell directly upon the box that inclofed 
6ur corr/pafs. which, with the compafs, was broken 
io pieces. We now were at a lofs where to fleer. 
At length the ftorm abated, which was followed 
by a fteady briik gale^ that carried us at leaft forty 
knots an hour for fix months ! when we began to 
obferve an amazing change in every thing about 
us ; our fpirils became light, our nofes were re- 
galed with the moft aromatic effluvia imaginable : 
the fea alfo had changed its complexion, and from 
green became white ! Soon after thefe wonderful 
alterations we faw land, and not at any great dif- 
tance an inlet, which we failed up near fixty 
leagues, and found it wide and deep, flowing with 
milk of the moft delicious tafte. Here we landed, 
and foon found it was an ifland conilfling of one 
large cheefe : v/e difcovered this by one of the 
Company faintine; away as foon as he landed ; this 
roan always had an averfion to cheefe. Upon 
examination we found him perfectly right, for the 
whole iilandf as before obferved, was nothing but 
a cheefe of immenfe magnitude ! On this the in- 
habitants principally fuftam themfelves. On this 
ifland of cheefe grows great plenty of corn, the 
ears ot which produce loaves of bread, ready 
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made, of a round form like muihrooms. We dif- 
covered in our rambles over this cheefe, feventeea. 
rivers of milk, and ten of wine. Alter thirty- 
eight clays journey, wc arrived on the oppofi*e 
fide to tiiat on whicli we landed ; here we t'oun4 
fome blue mould, as cheefe-eaters call it, from 
whence fpr'ing all kinds of rich fruit : inftead of 
breeding mitet, it produced peaches, nectarines, 
apri<:ots, and a tbouiand other dehcious fruits. In 
tnefe trees, which are of an amazing fize, were 
plenty of birds neiis : amongfl: others was a king-, 
lifher's, of prodigious magnitude ; it was at leaft 
twice the circumterence of tlie dome oi St. Paul's 
church in London: on infpection, this nefl v/as 
jnade of huge trees, curioufly joined together ! 
there were^ let me fee (for I make il a rule always 
io fpeak wiihitt compajsjy there were upwards of 
five iiundred eg^ m this neft^ and each of them 
was as large as tour common hoglheads or eight 
barrels, and we could not only fee, but hear the 
young ones chirping within. 'Having, with great 
fatigue^ cut open one of thefe eggs, we let out a 
young one unfeathered, confiderably larger than 
twenty full-grown vultures. By what we could 
learn of this Cheefe, it was confiderably larger than 
the continent of all Europe ! 

After failing three months we knew not where, 
being ftill without compafs, we arrived in a fea 
which appeared to be almoft Mack ; on tafting it, 
we found it moft excellent wine, and had great 
difficulty to keep the failors from getting drunk 
with it: however, in a few hours we found our- 
felves fprrounded by whales and other animals of 
an immenfe magnitude; one of which drew our 
Ihip, with all her mafts Handing, and fails bent, by 
fuction, into its mouth, between, its teeth, which 
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were much larger and taller than the maft of a 
firft-rate man of war. Alter we had been in his 
mouth fome. time, he opened it pretty wide, took 
in an immenfe quantity of water, and floated our 
^eflel, which was at leaft 500 tons burthen, into 
Iris llomach ; here we lay as quiet as at anchor in 
a dead calm. The air, to be fure, was rather 
Warm, and very offenfive. \Vc were all generally 
afloat and a-ground twice a day : whenever he 
drank, it became high-wafer with us ; and when he 
Evacuated, we found ourfelves aground : on a mo- 
derate computatii^n, he took in more water ataiin* 
gle draught than is generally to be found in the lake 
of Geneva. On thefecond day of our confinement 
in thefe regions of darknefs, I ventured^ at low 
water, as we Called it, when theihip was a-ground, 
to ramble with the Captain, and a few of the other 
officers, with lights in cgr hands: we niet with 
people of all nations, to the amount often thoufand ; 
they were going to hold a' council how to recover 
their liberty; fome of them having lived in thig 
animal's ftomach feveral years. Juft as the chair- 
man was going to inform us of the bufinefs upon 
which we were aifembled, this plaguy fifh becom- 
ing thirfty, drank in his ufual manner ; the water 
poured in with fueh impetuofity, that we were all 
obliged to retreat to our refpective (hips immedi- 
ately, or run the rifque of being drowned ; fome 
were obliged to fwim for it, and with difficulty . 
faved their lives. In a few hours after, we were 
more fortunate ; we met again juft after the mon- 
fter had evacuated. 1 was chofen chairman, and 
the firft thing I did was to propofe fpficing two 
main-mafts together ; and the next time he opened 
his mouth, to be ready to wedge them in, fo as to. 
prevent his fhutting it. It was unanimoully ap- 
proved 
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prqved. One hundred nien were chofen upoh 
this fervice. We had fcarcely got our mails pro- 
perly, prepared, when an opportunity offered ; the 
monfter opened his mouth ; immediately the top 
of the maft was placed againft the roof, and the 
other end pierced his tongue, which effectually pre- 
vented him from (hutting his mouth. As foon as 
every thing in his ftomach was afloat, we manned 
a few boats, who row«d themfelves and us into ihe 
world. The day-light, after, as near as we could 
judge, three months confinement in total darknefs, 
cheered our fpirits furprifingly. Our firft object 
was to learn what part of the world we were in : 
this we were for fome time at a lofs to afcertain ; 
at laft I found, from former obfervations, that we 
were in the Cafpian Sea I How we came here, it 
was impoflible' to conceive, as this fca has no com*- 
munication with any other. One of the inhabi- 
tants ot the Chcefe Ifland, whom I had . brought 
with me, accounted fer it thus ; that the monfter, 
in whofe. ftomach we bad been fo long confined, 
had carried us here through fome fu bterraneous 
paftage ; however, we pufhed to ftiore, and I was 
the firft who landed. Thence I travelled up to 
St. Peterft)urgh a fecond time; here my old 
friend. Major Grofe, gave me a rhoft excellent 
pointer, delcended from the famous bitch before 
mentioned, that littered while flic was hunting a 
hare. I had the misfortune to have him fhot foon 
after by a blundering fportfman^ who fired at him 
inftead of a covey of partridges which he had juft 
fet. Of this creatures ikin I have had this waift* 
coat made, which always leads me involuntarily to 
game if I walk in the nelds in the proper feafon ; 
and when I come within ftiot, one of ihe buttons 
conJiantlyJUes off, and lodges upon ihe /pot where 
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the f port is; and, as the birds rife, being always 
primed and cocked, I never mifs them. Here are 
now but ffiree buttons left. I ihall have a new fet 
fevsred on againft the ihooting feafon commences. 



CHAP. XX. 

Extraordinary Flight on the Bach of an Eagle over 
^ France to Gibraltar^ South and North Americay 
-; ike Polar Regions^ and back to England, within 
Jix-and' thirty hours, 

A BOUT the beginning of his prefent Britannic 
■^ Majetly*s reign I had fome bufinefs with a 
diilant relation who then lived bn the Ille of 
-Th^net ; it was a family difpute, and not likely to 
be finiftied foon. I made it a practice during my 
jefidence there, the weather being fine, to walk 
out every morning. After a few of thefe excur- 
fions, I obferved an obj«ct on a .great eminence 
about three miles diftant; I extended my walk to 
it, and found the ruins of an ancient temple : on 
the eaftern end Were the remains of a lofty tower, 
near forty feet high, overgrown with ivy, the top 
apparently flat ; 1 furveyed* it on every lide very 
minutely^ thinking that if I could gain its fummit, 
1 fhould enjoy the moft delightful .profpect of th« 
circumjacent country. Animated by. this hope, I 
refolved, if poffible, to gain the fu-mmit; which I 
at .length effected by means of the ivy, though not 
without great difficulty and danger:, the top I 
found covered with this evergreen, except a large 
chafm in the middle. Curiofity prompted me to 
found the opening, in ord^r to afcertaiii its depths 
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as I entertained a fiifpicion that it might probably 
communicate with fome unexplored lubterranean 
cavern in the hill ; but having no line, I was at a 
lofs how to proceed. After revolving the matter 
in my thoughts for fome time, I refolved to drop a 
flone down, and liften to the echo ; which I had no 
fooner done, than I heard a rufUing below, and 
fuddenly a monftrous eagle put up its head right 
oppofite my face ; and riling up with irrcfiftable 
force, carried me awayfeated on its fhoulders. I 
inftatitly grafped it round the neck, which was 
large enough to fill my arms ; and its wings, when 
extended, were ten yards from one extremity to 
the other. As itarofewith a regular afcent, my 
feat was perfectly eafy, and I enjoyed the profpect 
below with inexpreffible pleafure. It hovered 
over Margate for fome time, then directed its 
courfe to Dover cliff, where it alighted, and I 
thought of difmounting, but was prevented, by t 
fudden diicharge of mufquetry from a party of 
marines that were exercifingon the beaeh. It in^ 
flantly re-afcended, and flew over the fea towards 
Calais ; but fo very high, that the channel feemed 
to be no broader than the Thames at London- 
bridge. In a quarter of an hour I found myfelf 
over a thick wood in France, where the eagle def- 
cended very rapidly, which caufed me to flip down 
to the back part of its head : but alighting on a 
large tree, and raifing its head, I recovered my 
feat as before, but faw no poffibility of difengaging 
myfelf without the danger of being killed, by the 
fall : fo I determined to fit faft. After refting a 
few minutes, it took wing, and proceeded. In 
three days I faw the rock of Gibraltar very diftinct- 
ly. The day being clear, notwithfbanding my 
degree of elevation^ the earth's furface appeared 

juft 
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juft like a inap> where land, fea, lakes, riverv^ 
mountains, and the like, were perfectly diftinguifha- 
ble; and having fome knowledge of geography,! was 
at no lofs to determine what part oi the globe 1 
was in. My eagle however proceeded, and looking 
before me withinexpreffible pleafure,! obferved that 
he was preparing to alight on the peak of Tene- 
riffe: he defcended on the top of a rook : but fee- 
ing no pofOlbility of efcapingit I difmoun ted, deter* 
mmed me to remain where I was, and I fell fait 
alleep. In the cool of the evening, when the fun 
had retired below the horizon, I was roufed from 
ileep by the eagle moving under me ; and having 
flretched myfelf alon^ its back, I fat up, and re- 
aflumed my travelling poiition, when he took 
wing and having placed himfelf as before, directed 
his courf&to South America. The moon fhihing 
bright during the whole night, I had a fine view of 
all the iilands in thofa feas. 

About the break of day we reached the great 
continent of America, that part called Terra Firma^ 
and defcended on the topoi a very high mountain. 
At this time the moon, far diftant in the wefl, and 
obfcured by dark clouds, but jufl afforded Hght 
fufficient for me to difcovera kind of (hrubbery alt 
around, bearing fruit fomething like cabbages^ 
which the eaglt oegan to feed on very eagerly. I 
endeavoured to difcover my iituation, but logs and 
pairing clouds involved me in the thickeft dark- 
nefs ; When day-light began to appear, I thought 
of examining the fruit which I had feen the eagle 
eat ; and as'iome was hanging, which I could eauly 
come at, I took out my knife, and cut a flioe ; but 
how great was my liirprife to fee that it had aU the 
appearance of true Englifli roaft-beef ! I tafted it, 
and found.it well fiayourey aad delicious; then 

cut 
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Gut feveral large flices, and put in wiy pocket, 
where I found a cruft of bread-which I had brought 
from Margate. I Made a hearty meal of breavl and 
cold beef fruit. I then cut down two of the largeft 
that grew near me, and tying them together with 
one of my garters, hung them over the eagle's 
neck for another occafion, filling my pockets at. the 
fame time. While I wa^ fettling thefe affairs, I ob- 
ferved a large fruit Hke an inflated bladder, which 
I wifhcd to try an experiment upon; and Itrikin^ 
my knife .into one of tiiem, a fine pure Hquor like 
gin gufhed out. By this time the eagle began, to 
ftagger againft the (hrubs. I endeavoured to keep 
my feat, but was foon thrown to fome diftance 
among the bufhes. In attempting to rife^ I put 
my hand upon a large hedge-hog, which happened 
to lie among the graft upon its back : it ihftantly 
clofed round my hand, fo that I found it impoffible 
to Ihake it off. I ftruck it feveral times againft the 
ground without effect; but while I was thu6 enw 
ployed, I heard a ruftling among the;fhrubbery, 
and looking up, I bw an huge animal within three 
yards of me : I could- make no defence, but held 
out both my hands, when it rufhed on me, an<J 
feized that on which the hedge-hog was fixed* 
My hand being foon relieved, 1 ran to fome diC^ 
tance, where I faw the. creature fuddenly drop 
down, and expire with the hedge-hog in its throat. 
When the danger was pafl-, • 1 went to view the 
eagle, and found him lying on the grafs faft afleep, 
along with another, both intoxicated with the liquor 
they had drunk. Indeed I found myfelf coiifide- 
rably elevated by it, and feeing every thing quiet j 
I began to fearch for fome nfere, which I foon 
found; and having cut down' t^ large bladders,- 
about a gallon each, I tie^^fftAn together, and 
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hung them over the neck ^f the other eagle ; an J 
two fmaller ones I tied with a cord round my own 
waift. Having fecured a good flock of provifions, 
and perceiving the eagles begin to recover, I again 
took my feat. In half an hour they arofe majefti- 
cally from the place, without taking the leaft no- 
tice of their incumbrance. Directing their courfe 
to the northwardj they cro&d the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, entered North America, and fleered directly 
for the Polar regions ; which jgave me the fioeft 
opportunity of viewing this vaiT continent that can 
poflibly be imagined. When we entered the fri- 
gid zone^ the cold began to affect m$ ; but piercing 
one of my bladders^ T took a draught, ana found 
that it could make noimjpreflion on me afterwards. 

In thefe cold climates 1 obferved tbat the eaglw 
llew with greater rapidity, in order, I fuppofe, to 
keep their olood in circulation. While I was fur- 
veying thefe wonders ci nature, it occurred to me 
that this was a good opportunity to difcover the 
north-weft paflage. But while my thoughts were 
abforbed in this pleaiing revi^rie, I was alarmed by 
the firfi: eagle Unking its kead againft a folid trans- 
parent fubftance ; and in a inoment thut which I 
rode experienced the fam^ fatj&; and both fell down 
feemingly dead. 

Here our lives muft inevitably have terminated,* 
had not afenfe of danger infpirea me with a degree 
of ikill and dexterity, which enabled us to fall near 
two miles perpendicular w^ith as little inconveniency 
as if we had been let down with a rope : for no 
fooner did I perceive the eagles ftrike againft a 
frozen cloud, which is very common near the pdles^ 
than I laid myfelf s^long the back of the foremoft, 
and took hold of it^ wipgs to keep them extended, 
at the fame time £tt^t(^ing out my legs behind to 
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fupport the wing? of the other. This had the cle* 
fired effect ; and we defcended very fafe on a 
mountain of ice, which I fuppofed to be about 
three miles abov6 the level of the fea. I difmount* 
ed, and unloaded the eagles ; but fuddenly a mon- 
firous bear began to roar behind me, with a voice 
like thunder. I turned round, and feeing the 
creature juft ready to devour me, having the olad- 
der of liauor in my hands, through fear 1 fqueezed 
it fo hard, that it burft, and the hquor flying in the 
eyes ot the animal, totally deprived it of fight. It 
inftantly turned from me, ran away in a ftate of 
diftraction, and foon fell over a precipice of ice 
into the fea. 

The darker being t)vcr, I agam turned my at- 
tention to my eagles, whom I found in a fair way 
of recovery ; and fufpecting that they were faint 
for want of victuals, 1 took one of the beef fruits, 
cut it into fmall flices, and prefented them with it, 
which fhey devoured with avidity. Having given 
them plenty to eat and drink, and difpofed of the 
remainder of my provifion, I took poffefEion of my 
leat as before. In a few hours I faw the weftern 
ides ; and foon after had the ioexpreffible pleafure 
of feeing Old England. 

The eagles defcended gradually as they drew 
near the ihore, to alight. I once more looked 
down upon the earth ; when to my inexpreilible 
joy, I faw Margate at a little diftance, and the eagles 
defcended on an old tower. They no fooner came 
down, than I threw myfelfoff, happy to find that I 
was once more reilored to the world. The eagles 
flew away in a few minutes, and I fat down to com- 
pofe my fluttering fpirits, which I did in a few 
nours. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

J he Baron forms a dejigh of making difcoveries in 

the interior parts of Africa Sets out for thai 

purpofe in the chariot of Queen Mah Convoys 

a/quadron to Gibraliar ,»„ Declines the acceptance 

of the'ifland of Candia Runs foul of Pompey*s 

pillar and Cleopatra's needle Reaches the Cape 

of Good Hope, and forms the Table Mountain, 

TT AVING pafied fome time in England, I began 
•*'-*' to revolve in my mind what a prodigious 
- field of difcovery mufl: be in the interior part of 
Africa. I could not llccp with the thoughts of it ; 
I fhereiore determined to gain every proper aflift* 
ance from government, to penetrate the celebrated 
fource of the Nile,and affume (he viceroyfhip of the 
interior kingdoms of Africa, or, at leaft, the great 
realm of Mcnomotapa. Happily, I bad one moft 
powerful friend at court, whom I fhall call the 
illuftrious Hilaro Frofticos. You perchance know 
him not by that name ; but we had a language 
among ourfelves, as well we may ; for, in the courfe 
of my perigrinations I have acquired pre^ely nine 
hundred and ninety-nine languages VWat ! gen- 
tlemen, do you flare?. ...Well, I allow there are 
not fo many languages fpoken in this world ; but 
then, have I not been in the moon ? and truft me, 
whenever I write a Treatife upon EduciUion, I 
ftiall delineate methods of inculculating whole do- 
zens ct languages at once, French, Spdnifli, Greek, 
Hebrew, Cheiokee, &c. in fuch a ilyle as will 

ftiame all the pedagogues exiltin^ Having paffed 

a whole night without being able to fleep for the 
vivid imagination of African difcoveries, I haftened 

to 
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to the levee of my illuflrious friend Hilaro Frofti- 
cros ; and having mentioned my intention with all 
the vigour of fancy, he gave my plan the warmeft 
applaufe, and led me to the lady Fragrantia, to 
have her opinion of the matter. The lady Fia- 
grantia, my dear friends, was one of the mod di- 
vine creatures in all Great Britain, and jvas defpe- 
rately in love with me. She was drawing my por- 
trait on a piece of white fatin, when the mott noble 
Hilarp Froflicos advanced. He pointed to a cap 
of dignity, which he had placed upon my head. 
I do declare, Hilaro, faid the lovely Fragrantia, 
'tis pretty, 'tis interefting....! love you and I like 
you, my dear Baron, faid fhe, putting on another 
plume ; and againft whatever enemies you go, I 
(hall have the meet fatisfaction to remember, you 
bear my favour on your head !m..I fnatched it with 
trepidation, and gracefully dropping on my knees, 
I three times kiffed it with ail the lapture of ro- 
mantic love. I fwear, cried I, by thy oright eyes, 
that no favage, tyrant, or enemy, on the face of 
the earth, fliall aef poil me of this favour, while 
one drop of the blood of the Munchaufeirs do^h 



irop o 
circulaMb my veins ! 
e^Brii 



Eve^Ring being ready, I was feated in the 
chariot of Queen Mab, and taking the reins in my 
hand, while mufic gave a general falute, I cracked 
my whip....away they went.^.and in three hours I 
found myfelf between the Ifle of Wight and the 
main land of EngUnd, Here I remained four 
days, until I had received part of my accompani- 
ment, which I Was ordered to take under my con- 
voy. 'Twas a fquadron deftined for the Mediter- 
ranean. By the affiftance of large hooks and eyes, 
the men of war hooked themfelves on to ihe wheels 
of, the vehicle ; and in fact nothing could be more 
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fimple or convenient; becaufe they could be 
hooked or unhooked in an initant with the utmoft 
facility. In fhort, having given a general difcharge 
of their artillery, and three cheers, I cracked my 
whip ; away we went, helter-fkelter, and in fix 
hours I found myfelf and all my retinue fafe and 
in good fpirits, juft at the rock of Gibrahar. Here 
I unhooked my fquadron, and having taken an 
affectionate leave of the officers, I fuffered them to 
proceed in their ordinary manner to the place of 
their dcftination. The whole garrifon were highly 
delighted with the novelty of my vehicle. I took 
the reins and again made forward down the Me- 
diterranean to the Ifland of Candia. Here I re- 
•ceived difpatches from the Sublime Porte, intreat- 
ing me to aflifl: in the war againfi: Ruffia, with a 
reward of the whole ifland of Candia for my al- 
liance. At firfl I hefitated, thinking that the iuand 
of Candia would be a mofl valuable acquifition ; 
yet, when I confidered the trade of the Eafl-India 
Company, which would probably fuSer by the in- 
tercourfe with Perfia through the Meditenanean, 
I at once rejected the propofal, and had afterwards 
the thanks of the honourable the Hoi^fl^ Com- 
mons for my difinterefted conduct. ^Ir 

Having been properly refrefhed at Candia, I 
again proceeded, and in a fhort time arrived in 
.Egypt. The land of this countrj', at leafi that 
part of it near the fea, is very low, fo that I came 
upon it ere I was aware, and Pompey*s Pillar got 
entangled in the wheels of the machine, and da» 
lYiaged the whole confiderably* Still! drove on 
through thick and thin, till puffing over Cleopa- 
tra's Needle, the work got entangled again, and 
jolted at a miferable rate over the mud and fwampy 
ground of ail that country ; yet my bulls trotted 

on 



( 5» ) 

on with aftonifliing labour acrofs the Ifthmiis of 
Suez, into the Red Sea, and left a track, an ob- 
fcure channel, which has fince been taken by de 
Tott for the remains of a canal cut out by fonne of 
the Ptolemies from the Ked Sea to the Mediterra- 
nean ; but, as you perceive, was in reality no more 
than the track of my chariot,- the car of Queen 
Mab. I now thought it moft advifable to proceed 
by fea, as the furface of the waters afforded Ufs 
reliftance to the wheels of my vehicle, Itpafled 
along the. waves like the chariot of Neptune, and 
and having got on the Red Sea, we fcudcled away 
to admiration, through the pafs of Babel mandel to 
the great weftern coaft of Africa, where Alexancier 
had not the courage to venture. I drove on with 
the moft amazing rapidity ; and thinking to halt 
on fliore at the Cape, I unfortunately drove too 
clofe, and {battered the right fide wheels of my- 
yehicle againft the rock, now called the Table 
Mountain. The machine wentagainft it with fuch 
impetuofity, as completely (hivered the rock in a 
horizontal direction ; fo that the fummit of the^ 
mountain, in the form of a femifphere,was knocked 




tne laDie jviountain, irom us limuaniy 
to that piece of furniture. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The Baron wrecked on an i/Iand of ice — rears a va^ 
riety of vegetables on the ijland — Advances to the 
interior of Africa — Dejiroys a thoufand lions. 

T TOOK my paffage in a homeward-bound India- 
^ man, to return to London. We met with no- 
thing particular until we arrived upon the coaft of 
Guinea, where, to our utter aftonifliment, we per- 
ceived a great hill, feemingly of glafs, advancing 
againfl: us in the open fea : the rays of the fun 
were reflected from it with fuch fplendour, that 
it was extreme?ly difficuh to gaze at the phenome- 
non. I immediately knew it to be an illand of ice. 
and though in fo very warm a latitude, determined 
to make all poifible fail from fuch horrible danger; 
but all in vain, for about eleven o'clock at night,^ 
blowing a very hard gale, and exceedingly ^ark, 
we ftruck on the ifland. Nothing could equal the 
diftractiori, the fhrieks, and defpair of the whole 
crew, until I, knowing there was not a^mcyamit to 
lofe, cheered up their fpirits, and bade tj^jp not 
defpair, but do as I ihould requeft them. In a 
few minutes the veffel was half full of water ; an4 
tlie enormous caftle of ice that feemed to hem us 
in on every fide, in fome places falling in hideous 
fragments upon the deck, killed the one half of 
the crew ; upon which, getting on the fummit of 
the. mail, I contrived to make it faft to a great pro- 
montory of the ice, and calling to the remainder of 
the crew to follow me, we all efcaped from the 
wreck, and got on* the illand. The rifing fun 
foon gave us a dreadful profpect of our fituation, 

and 
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and the lofs of the veffel ; for being clofed in on 
every fide with caftles of ice during the night, fhe 
was abfolutely frozen oyer and buried, in fuch a 
manner, that we could behold her under our feet, 
in the centre. of the ifland. Having debated what 
was beft to be done, we immediately cut down 
through the ice, and got up fome of the cables of 
the veffel, and the boats, which making fail: to the 
ifland, wc towed it with all our might, determined 
to bring home ifland and all, or perifh in the at- 
tempt. On the fummit of the ifland we placed 
what oakum and dregs of every kind of matter we 
could get from the veffel ; which, in the fpace of a 
few hours, on account of the liquifying of the ice^ 
and tlie warmth of the fun, were transform d into 
a very fine manure ; and as I had fome feeds of 
exotic vegetables in my pocket, we very (hortly 
had a fufficiency of fruits and roots growing on the . 
ifland to fupply the whole crew ;....efpecicilly the 
bread-fruit tree, a few plants of which had been in 
the veffel ; and another tree which bore plum- 
puddings fo very hot, and with fuch exquifite pro- 
portion of fugar, fruit, &c. that we all acknow- 
ledgedfit was not poflible to tafle any thing of the 
kind more delicious in England : though thefcur- 
vy had made dreadful progrefs among the crew be- 
fore our firiking upon the ice, tlic fupply of vege- 
tables, and efpccially the bjead fruit, and pudding 
fruit, put an aimoft immediate flop to tliediftemper. 
After incredible fatigue, we reached the warmer 
climates, where the heat of the fun gradually dif- 
folved the Ifland of Ice, and we again found our- 
feives on water in our fhip, and we proceeded to 
the Cape. The Dutch, government at the Cape, 
to do them jullice, gave us- every poflible afE^ance 
for the expedition into the interior part of Africa. 
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I prefume they had received inftruction on that 
head from their High Mightsneffes in Holland. 
As to the face of the country, as we advanced, it 
appeared in many places capable of every cultiva^ 
tion and of abundant fertility. The natives and 
Hottentots of this part of Africa have been fre- 
quently defcribed by travellers, 'and therefore it is 
not neceffary-tofay any more aboHt them : But in 
the more interior parts of Africa, the appearance, 
manners, and genius of the people are totally dii* 
fcrent. 

We directed our courfe by the compafs and the 
liars, getting every day prodigious quantities of 
game in the woods, and at night encamping within 
a proper inclofurc for fear of the wild beafts. One 
whole day in particular we heard on every fide, 
among the hills, the horrible roaring of lions, re- 
founding from rock to rock like broken thunder. 
That wtiole day we advanced with caution, our 
hunters fcarce venturing beyond piftol fliot from 
the caravan, for fear of diffolution. At night we 
encamped as ufual, and threw up a circular en- 
trenchment round our tents. We had fcarce re- 
tired to repofe, when we found ourfelvecferenaded 
by at leaft one thoufand lions, approaching equally 
on every fide, and within an hundred paces. Our 
cattle fhewed the moft horrible fymptoms of fear. 
I directly ordered the whole company to ftand to 
their arms, and not to make any noife. I then 
took a large quantity of tar, which I had brought 
with our caravan for that purpofe, and ftrewed it 
in a continued ftream round the encampment ; 
within which circle of tar I immediately placed 
anotlier train or circle of gunpowder; and having 
taken this precaution, I anxiouily waited the ap- 
proach of tUe lions, Thefe dreadful animals know- 
ing 
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ing, I prefume, the force of our trosp, advanced 
very flowly, and with caution ; approaching on 
every fide of us with an equal pace, and growling 
hideous in concert, fo as to refemble an earthquake. 
When they had at length advanced and fteeped aH 
their paws in the tar, they put their nofes to it, 
fnielling as if it were blood, and daubed their great 
bufhy nair and whiikers witli it equal to ttieir 
paws. At that very inftant, when, in concert, 
they were going to give the mortal dart upon us, I 
difcharged a piftol at the train of gunpowder, which 
inftantly exploding on every fide, made all the 
lions recoil m general uproar, and take to flight, 
with the utmoll precipitation In an inftant we 
could behold them Scattered through the woods at 
- fome diftance, roaring in agony, and moving about 
like fo many Will-o*-the-Wifps, their paws and 
faces all on fire from the tar and the gunpowder. 
We followed them on every fide through the 
woods, their own light ferving as our guide, until, 
before the rifing of the fun, we followed into their 
faftnefiTes, and fhot, or otherways defliroyed, every 
one of them : And during the whole of our joui*- 
ney after, we -never heard the roaring of a lion ; 
nor did any wild beadLl prefume to make another 
attack on our party, which fliews the excellence of 
immediate pretence of mind, and the terror infpired 
into the moft favage eaemies by a proper and well- 
timed proceeding. 
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CHAP. XXIil. 

Feaji on live Bulls and Kava.-^lhe Baron appointed 
Heir o/the African Empire. — Refolved to abolijk 
eating of Bulls Flejk and Kava. — Symptoms of 

Sedition At length fucceedsy and introduces Roaji 

Beefy Plumb Puddingy and Eng'ifh Porter. ^^ 
Great advantage to the London Brewers. 

TTAVING paffed over the neareft mountains, we 
•■^ entered a delightful vale, where we perceived 
a multitude of perfons at a feaft on living bulls, 
whofeflefh they cut away with great knives. No- 
thing feemed requifite to add to the barbarity of 
this feafl but hava^ made as defcribed in Cook's 
voyages; and at the conduiion of the feaft we 
perceived them brewing this liquor, which they 
drank with the utmoft avidity. From that mo- 
ment, infpired with an idea of univerfal benevo- 
Jence, I determined to abolifh the cuftom of eating 
live fleOi, and drinking of kava. But I knew that 
fuch a thing could not be immediately effected^ 
whatever in future might be performed. 

We at length arrived at the metropolis, iituated 
on the banks of a noble river ; and the emperor, 
attended by all his court, came out in grand pro- 
ceflion to meet us. The emperor appeared on a 
dromedary, royally caparifoned. He was rather 
above the middle ftature of that cauntry, four feet 
three inches in height, with a countenance like all 
his countrymen, as white as fnow ! He was pre- 
ceded by a band of moft exquijfite mufic, according 
to ttie faihion of the country, and his whole retinue 
halted within .about fifty paces of our troop. I 
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commanded our caravan to halt, and difmounting, 
advanced, uncovered, with only two attendants 
toward his majefty. T*he emperor was equally 
pojite, and and defcending immediately from his 
dromedary, he advanced to meet me. I am happy, 
faid he, to have the honour to receive fo illuiirious 
a traveller, and affure you that every thing in my 
empire (hall be at your difpofal. 

1 thanked his majefty for politenefs, and ex- 
preffed how happy I was to meet fo polilhed and 
refined a people in the centre of Africa ; and that 
I hoped to fhew myfelf and company grateful for 
liis efteem, by introducing the arts and fciences of 
Europe among the people. 

The emperor conducted me to his court amidft 
the admiration ot his courtiers, and paid us every 
pof&ble politenefs that African magnificence could 
beftow. He never prefumed to proceed on any 
expedition without confulting us ; and looking upon 
us as a fpecies of fuperior beings, paid the greateft 
tefpect to our opinions. We taught him ta regu- 
late the government nearly on the fame plan with 
the Britfh conftitution, and to inftitute a parhament 
and degrees of nobility. His majefty was the laft 
of his royal line ; and on his deceafe, with the un- 
animous confent of the people, he made me heir to 
the whole empire* The nobility and chiefs of the 
country immediately waited upon me with petitions 
intreating me to accept the government ; and after 
much confultation it was agreed thaf I fhould ac- 
cept the government, not as actual and independent 
monarch of the place, but as viceroy to his majefty 
of England. 

I now thought it high time to do awa5r' the cuf- 
tpm of eating live flefh and drinking of kava ; and 

for 
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for that purpofe ufed every perfuafive method to 
wean the majority of the people from it. This, 
to my aftonifhmenty was not taken in good part by 
the nation, and they looked with jealoufy at thole 
ftrangers, who wanted to make innovations among 
ihem. In fine, perceiving that gentlenefs could 
be no avail, I pronibited, under pam of thefevereii 

Penalties, the drinking of kava, or eating of hve 
eih, for the fpaceof nine days, within the diftricts 
of Angalinar and Paphalgalon. 

But this created luch an univerfal abhorrence 
and deteftation of my government,- that my niinif- 
ters, and even myfelf, were univerfally pafquinr 
aded : hmpoons, fatires, ridicule, and infult, were 
fliowered upon the name of Monchaufen wherever 
it was mentioned ; and, in fine, there never was a 
government fo much detefted, or with lb little 
reafon. At length, however, after incredible dif- 
ficulties and unwqaried paiidme, I completely fuc- 
ceeded in abolifhing live bulls and kava, and fub- 
ftituting roaft beef, plumb pudding, and London 
porter, which accounts for the prodigious quantity 
of that wholefome beverage, which ever iince has 
been exported to the interior of Africa, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Builds a eaft iron Bridge of one archyfrom the inte* 
rior of Africa to England, ...Journey on it to En^ 
gland; and view of the country, ...Bridge dejiroyed 
by an earthquakc.,..The Baron nearly dajked on 
the rocks near Scilly.... Swims up the Channel.... 
Saves an Englijh frigate.... Ingratitude towards 
merit. 

TjAVINGfucceeded in this grand reform, I fct 
^^ about a work of immenfe magnitude. This 
was no other than a cafl iron bridge of a Angle arch 
to reach from Africa to Great Britain. The whole 
nation went heartily to the buiinefs, to build an 
edifice fuch as was never feen in any other coun- 
try. The tower of Babylon, which, according to 
Hemogaftricus, was feven miles high^ or the Chi- 
nefe wall, was a mere trifle, in eomparifon to this 
ilupendous edifice ; which was completed in a 
very (hort fpace of time. 

It was of an immenfe height, far beyond any 
thing that ever had been before erected; and of 
fuch gentle afcent, that a regiment of cavalry with 
a train of cannon could afcend with perfect facility. 
It feemed like a rainbow in the heavens, the bafe 
of which appeared to rMe in the centre of Africa, 
and the other extremity feemed to ftoop into Great 
Britain. 

The building being completed, I canfed an in- 
fcription to be engraved in the mofb magnificent 
fiyle on the fummit of the arch ; in lacge letters fo 
great and luminous, that all vefiels failing to the 
Kaft or Weft Indies might read them. An eafy 
intercourfe being thus eftablifhed between Great 

Britain 
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Britain and the centre of Africa, numbers travelled 
continually to and fronn both countries, and at my 
requeft mail coaches were ordered to run on the 
bridge between both empires. After fome time, 
having fettled the government perfectly to my fa- 
tisfaction, 1 requeil:ed permiiSon to refign, as a 

f;reat cabal had been excited againft me m Eng- 
and ; I therefore received my letters of recall and 
prepared to return to Old England. 

In fine, I fet out on my journey, covered with 
applaufe and general admiration. We advanced 
at a great rate along the bridge, which was fo very 
extenfive that we could fcarce perceive the afcent, 
but proceeded infenfibly until we arrived on the 
cen tre of the arch . The view from thence was glo- 
rious beyond conception ; we faw all the kingdoms 
of the earth. Africa feemed of a tawny brow niih 
colour, burned up by the fun ; Spain more inclin- 
ing to a yellow; France appeared fomewhat 
of a bright ftraw colour, intermixed with green; 
and Endand appeared covered wiih the mofl: 
beautiful verdure. I admired the appearance of 
*%' the Baltic fca, which evidently feemed to have 
been introduced between thofe countries by 
thefudden fplittingof the land, and that originally 
Sweden was united to the weftern coaft of Den- 
mark ; in fhort, the whole interftice of the gulf of 
Finland had no being, until thefe countries, by 
mutual confent, feparated from one another. In 
fhort, after a mofl: delightful journey of two months 
and thirteen days we reached very near to . the 
coaft of England, Avhen there happened a moll 
tremendous earthquake, occaiioned by the French 
Revolution, "which in one moment deftroyed the 
grand bridge, and I was'^tecipitated into the fea, 
from a height of ab^ut mteen^ leagues. Hud I 

fallen 
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fallen a hundred yards to the eaftvvard I muft ine- 
vitably have been dafhed to pieces on the rocks of 
Scilly, As it was I only got a good foufing. 
Being a moft expert fwiitimer, I reiblved to pro- 
ceed to London by water, and in the courfe of my 
voyage up the Channel I was fo fortunate as to fave 
a number of valuable lives. A frigate was nearly 
overturned by a fuddenf<5[uall. I was juft below 
her, and felf-intereft, I muii confefs, more than 

Eatriotifm, induced me to exert myfelf to prevent 
er from falling over me, and, perhaps, "crufhing 
jne to atoms. I therefore laid hold oi a mafl that 
happened to be floating pad me, and with all my 
force prefled it a^fainfi: the fide of the frigate jult 
below the grenwale, and held it in tliat pofition till 
the crew were able to right her. The gratitude of 
all on board towards me for this act, I ihall nevei^ 
forget. The captain, although he was hound ta 
the Weft Indies with difpatches, immediately 
changed his courfe;. in order to convey me to Lon- 
don, there to lay before the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty the incredible fervice I performed . Their Lord- 
Ihips thanked me, and promifed roe large rewards, 
but envy of my merit muft have had a baneful 
effect, for not only did I never receive any recom-" 
pence, but this extraordinary prefervation of one of 
ni« Majefty's fliips was never even mentioned iqi 
the IjDndon Gazette. 
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CHAP, XXV. 

1 he Baron and his attendants fcalped and roajled 
alive in the TVilds of America. »,.They extricate 
themf elves.... Conquers a bear^ and a PoUjh Gover^ 
nor^ rejiderd in America,...GenerouJly grants the 
latter his life.... Battle of the Ntie^Jihe Barotty 
with his own hand^ blows up the French Admiral's 
Jhipy L*Orient..*Proves himfilfta be thejole con* 
queror of Bonaparte. 

T SHALL not trefpafs on you, gentlemen, witfr 
•*• an account of all my adventures. I cacinotyhow- 
ever, forbear mentioning one, in which I ran a 
greater rilk than ever I did. Having gone to 
make difcoveries in the interior of North America, 
I penetrated the frightful deferts and gloomy woods 
beyond the fource of the Ohio, through countries 
utterly unknown before. I frequently took the 
diverfion of fhooting in the woods; and one day 
that I happened with three attendants to wander 
far from our troop, we were fuddenly fet upon by 
a number of favages. As we had expended out 
powder and fhot, and happened to have nofide-* 
arms, it was in vain to make any xefiflance agalnft 
hundreds of enemies. In (hort^ they bound us, 
and made us walk before them to a gloomy cavera 
in a rock ; where they feafted on what game they 
had Jcilled ; but which not being fufficient, they 
took my three unfortunate companions, and my-* 
felf, ana fcalped us. The pain of loiinc the flefh 
from my head was moft horrible, it made me leap 
in agonies, and roar, like a bull. They then tied 
us to ftakes, and making great fires around us, 
began to dance in a circle, £nging with much dif- 

tortion 
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tortion and barbarity, and at times fet up the war- 
whoop. As they had on that day alfo made a great 
prize of wine and fpirits belonging to our troop, 
thefe barbarians finding it delicious, and uncon- 
fcious of its intoxicating quality, began to drink it 
it in profufion, while they beheld us roafting ; and 
in a very ihort time they were all completely 
drunk, and fell afleep round the fires. Perceiving 
fome hopes, I ufed moll aftoniftiing efforts to ex- 
tricate myfelf from the cords witJi which I was 
tied, and at length fucceeded. I immediately 
unbound my companions, and though half roafted, 
they ftill had power enough to walk. We fought 
about for oorfcalps, and immediately adapted them 
to our bloody heads, flicking them on with kind 
of glue of a fovereign quality that flows from a tree 
in that country, ana the parts united and healed in 
a few hours. We took care {o revenge ourfelves 
on the favages, and with their own hatchets put 
every one of them to death. We then returned to 
our troop, who had given us up for lofl : and they 
made great rejoicings on our return. 

We proceeded to a dark and gloomy caftle, fur- 
rounded with ftrong ramparts, and a broad ditch^/^ ^ 
where we were received by the Governor in a man* 
ner, which Ihews that the age of chivalry is ftill ex-, 
t^nt in the wilds of America. In ihort, we entered 
the caftle. The governor fat with our company to 
table, furrounded by his friends of a very fierce 
and warhke appearance. They fpoke but little, 
and feemed very auftere and referved. We dined ; 
-and after dinner the governor forced the company 
to pufh the bottle about with alacrity and to ex- 
cefs. He informed us that he vyas the Narefkin 
JRouikimowmowlky, who had retired amidft thefe 
wilds difgufted with the court of Peterfburgh. I 

G 2 was 
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was rejoiced to meet him : I recollected my old 
friend, whom I h^d known at the court of Ruffia, 
when I rejected the hand of the Emprefs. Naref- 
kin, with all his knights companions, drank to an 
aftonifhing degree, and we all fet off upon hobby 
hoifes in full cry out of the caftle. Never was 
there feen fuch a cavalcade before. Having got 
into the wood^, the Neraltin called me afide, artd 
told me I mufl: give him fatisfaction for having 
refufed the hand of his fovereign. An enormous^ 
bear at tlie fame time attacked me; but I ran my 
hind down his throat, and tore up his tongue by 
tfie roots, 1 then feized his carcafe by the hind 
legs, land whirling it over my head, gave the Naref- 
kin fuch a blow with the bear, as evidently ftunned 
him. I repeated my blows, knocking ihe bear's 
head againft the Nareikin*s head, until by one 
happy blow, I got his head into the bear's jaws ; 
and the creature being fliil fomewhat alive and 
convqifive, the'teeth clofedon him like^nut crack- 
ers.-' I threw the bear from me, but the Narelkin 
remained fprawling, unahle to extricate bis head 
from the bear's jaws, imploring for mercy. I gave 
the wretch his life....a lion preys not uponcarcafes. 
I have mentioned, Gentlemen, a few of the ac- 
chievements I have performed to the infinite advan- 
tage of Great Britain, fince I entered its fervice ; 
were I to detail the whole I have done for this 
country, you would hardly believe me, notwilh- 
ilanding the conviction you mufthaveofmy ho- 
nour and veracity. It is, however, the misfortune 
of all great men to have enemies and calumniators,* 
and likevvife it univerfally happens, that the com- 
manders in all actions carry off the credit of vic^- 
lories due often to thofe in a fnbordinate fituation. 
I have ferved as a volunteer in moil of the fea en- 
gagements 
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gagements that have taken place during this war, 
and although my modefty prevented me from pub- 
licly claiming the merit ot fome of the moft glori- 
ous victories that ever aftoniihed Europe. To you 
however, Gentlemen, I may in confidence juft 
mention one or two circumftances. I was on 
board Admiral Nelfon's fhlp at the battle of the 
Nile, and hud the honour to be confulted by him 
on all occafions, as he will readily acknowledge.... 
Well, during the heat of the fight I thought mat- 
ters began to be dubious, on which I ftated to the 
Admiral, that unlefs we could blowup the French 
Admiral's flag ihip, our fuccefs would be very un- 
certain ; and I volunteered my fervice on th? occa- 
fion, offering to do it with my own hand. He 
readily gave his confent, and I having cut of! the 
ftores, provided myfelf with proper materials, im- 
mediately leaped over-board, and being altogether 
unperceived trom the confufion of the fight, I im- 
mediately bored a hole in the bottom of the 
L'Orient, juft under the powder-room. Here I 
inferted a large iky rocket, to which I fet fire with 
a match I carried all the while in my mouth. It 
took complete effect....the (hip blew up with an 
aftonifhing explofion. You all know the refult. 
Gentlemen, but perhaps you never till now knew^ 
that this fplendid victory was owing to me, I 
afterwards fought as a volunteer at the £ege of 
Acre ; and I refer it to Sir Sidney himfelf, whether 
that fiege could have been raifed but for my exer- 
tions. The general fimilarity of perfon between 
Sir Sidney and myfelf made moft of the army mis- 
take me for him ; but I afTure you, Gentlemen, 
on the honour of a foldier, that I am the only man 
that has ever conquered Bonaparte. 

H CHAP. 



( eo ) 



CHAP. XXVI. 

T'he Baron's reafons for refujing the hand of the late 
Emprefs of Ku£ta..,.Ap pointed Secretary to the 
Queen of France..., Recommends the dejiruciion of 
Paris,... Acts as chief Engineer to M. D. Lannay, 
Governor of the 6aJiiue....Advifes the King of 
France to fly to Germany in an air balloon^.k.the 
propofal laughed at by Louis and his courtiers.^. 
J he Baron joins the army, but dtfgufled with the 
cruelties of Robefpierre, he refolves to quit France. 

T>EING naturally very enterprizing, though not 
•^ ambitious, as I have already {hewn by reiectitig 
the hand ot* the Emprefs of RuSxa, I refolved tp 
remove that fuperfluous increafe of populadon 
which I obfervea in the different nations of Europe, 
• by engaging them in a general war or battle- royal. 
Some of my philofopnic friends, efpecially Mr. 

G , have cenfured my conduct on this occalion, 

as an act of political injuftice; and the more amo- 
rous of thefe fages, fuch as Dr. D — — , have inti- 
mated to nae, that it would have been better to have 
married the Ruf&an^^-i^ar, tlian to have conti- 
nued ^ my adventurous progrefs. All this may 
appear very plauiible, but I knew her late M$^|(ff£iy 
much better than eittier of thefe gentlemen ; and 
I am convinced that (he would foon have adorned 
my brows with a pair of royal antlers, and, like 
Acteon of old, have hunted me to death with my 
own Ruffians, as (he did her firfl: huiband. No, 
no, the lady was of two warm a conftitution for me. 
Befides my attention was engaged by the fafcinating 
srudacity of Marie Antoinette^ the laji Queen of 

jg'rance. 
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France, who was a moft ingenious caftle-biiilder, 
and wiihed to employ her fubjects as mere fcaflfold- 
ing to tread upon, though her projects brought her 
to the fcafioid at lad. 

Indeed^ 1 fear that I have the Queen's life to 
aYifwer for, as I was her chief fecretary before the 
French revolution; and to- gratify myfovereign, 
however, contrary to my own generous nature, I 
advifed her to oraer the Marflial Broglio to deftroy 
Paris, and thus crufh the embryo of rebellion at 
once. 

Had flie taken my advice, we fhould not fince 
have been infulted with republican victories, re- 
publican fetes, and republican principles, vvhicii, if 
they make a proerefs in the ratio of their prefent 
velocity, will ultimately play the devil with all the 
crowned beads on this little planet of ours. 

By a ftrange fatality of circumftances, the rights 
of man prevailed^ though I did every thing in my 
power to prevent it ; nay, I acted as chief engineer 
to De Lannay, the governor of the Baftille; and 
when that fortrefsfurrendered, and his £xcellency';s 
head was cut ofF^ and carried about on a pole, I 
joined in the proceffion, in hopes of being able to 
recover if, as by my fuperior ikill in furgery, I 
could eaiily have joined it to the body, and re- 
animated this loyal hero. To my great vexation 
and difappointment, however, wnen I requefted 
the head, the bearer flung it into a tub of quick 
lime, when it underwent a chemical procefs, which 
baffled my ikill ; and the furly citizen gave me 
fuch a rap on the head with his pole, that I was 
obliged to take it off, and walk away with it, con- 
cealed under my fkirt^ as I always do on any fudden 
emergency. 

H t My 
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My loyalty, however, to the unfortunate Louis 
and his Confort^ was undiminifhed; and I con- 
tinued to live about her Majefty, filling her 
imagination with extravagant projects ; one of which 
was the flight to Varennes, I now had a fine op- 
portunity to {hew my ingenuity, and accordingly 
I prepared an air-balloon, at leaft as big as the 
cupola of St. Paul's, in London. This aerial ma- 
chine I conftructed lo as to be able to compref$ it, 
and let out the air by valves in its fide ; and when 
I wilhed to fill it, I folded it up under my arm, and 
with a pair of large bellows, I proceeded to the 
royal gardens, and in a few feconds, blew it up 
like an inflated bladder. To this conveyance I 
propofed to attach the royal coach, containing; 
the King, Queen, Dauphin, and Madame Elizabeth 
with a large open waggon, filled with the baggage, 
and guarded by about fifty men of the garde de 
corps. As for myfelf, I intended to be the fole 
rranager of the balloon, and to pilot my royal 
Ij-eight to Vienna. 

Delighted with this project, I communicated ic 
to the Queen, who, after fome hefitation, agreed to 
truit herfelf to nny guidance during the voyage 
through the air. 2She ordered me to attend her to 
the King, whom we found quaffing champaigne 
writh fome of his confidential noblefife. 

Louis, who was a good humoured fort of fellow 
enough, l3Ughed heartily at what he called Baron 
Munchaufen's third voyage to the moon. I looked 
(bmewhat grave, which the King perceiving, de- 
fired me to take a glafs of wine, and explain the 
practicability of my fcheme. I entered into a difier- 
tation on flying machines, and their fuperiority over 
thofe drawn by horfes ; reminded his Majeity of 

the 
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the prodigies performed by Pacolet and his 
wooden horfe, in the reign of repin ; and averred, 
that with a fair wind I mould not fail to conduct 
the royal family from Paris to Vienna in twelve 
hours. 

Here I was interrupted by a moft obftreperous 
burft of laughter from the courtiers ; but happy 
would it have been for them had my advice been 
taken. All the regular governments ot Europe 
might now have been more firmly eftablifhed, and 
the people of the different nations might have bowed 
before their rulers with fuperftitious awe, fuppof- 
ing them to be under the immediate tutelage pf 
fome good angel. I retired greatly chagrined, and 
my fpleen overflowing with mdignation againft the 
ftupidity of the King, whofe ruin I clearly forefaw. 

The event juftified my fufpicions....Poor Louis 
attempted to efcape in the common manner, and was 
detected in Varennes, in the very act of eating his 
boiled turkey y and re- conducted to Paris, through 
a hedge of fix hundred thoufand of hrs loyal fub- 
jects, who afterwards cut off his head. He might 
yet have worn it fnug on his (boulders, had he 
agreed to my glorious project of efcaping from the 
poijfardes in a balloon. 

My royal miftrefs, indeed, was more tractable, 
but theobilinacy of her befotted hufband prevented 
lierfrom profiting by my fage counfel. Willing, 
however to demonftrate my zeal to the lafh, I re- 
tired from court, and joined the army....But, alas ! 
the decapitation of Louis and his Queen,, the crueU 
ties of Marat and Robefpierre, and the peifecution 
of the priefts, difgufted mefo much, thatl refolved 
to quit a country over-run with crimes. 

H 3 chap: 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

• 

The Baron flies from France to England,.,. Meets . 
Mr. P — in St, James's Park,,. .Offered a liberal 
penjion by the Miniflery who invites him to dinner 
....Jntoxication of the guejis.... Exploit of the Baron 
,„.He terrifies the Bar^maid of a celebrated Inn, 

TT is true I might have been of effential fervke in 
-'• Paris, during the frequent executions, as in con- 
fequence of my furgical ikill, I could fo eafily have 
replaced the heads of perfone guillotined, and by 
relloring them to fociety, would doubtlefs have 
conciliated the efteem of numbers. On enquiry^ 
however, finding that many of thofe put to deaths 
were very bad men, I refolved to leave them ta 
their fate ; and one evening about fun-fet, fixing on 
rny wings, I took my flight from the army, and 
failing with a fine breeze, arrived at St. James's 
Park, in London, juft as the guard was relieved at 
the Palace. 

Mr. P — , who happened to be taking the air in 
the Mall, accompanied by Mr. D—,* flared as I 
alighted ; when folding up my wings, and putting 
them into my great-coat pocket, I approached and 
faluted the gentlemen, faying, ** Permit your cor- 
refpondent, the Baron Munchaufen, to introduce 
himfelf."....Mr. P — embraced me, welcomed me 
to London, and fvvore that I ihould have a penlion 
of one hundred thonfand pounds a year, if I could 

Siut him on a plan of fubverting the French 
Republic. ** That is the very purport pf my 
viiit, fir," faid I^J?^ and likefome empirics, I agree 
to your piopofal with the provifo^ 7io cure no pay. 

Witli 
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With my affiftance and that of the ftock-brokers in 
Change-alley, you (hall foon triumph over the opi- 
nions and the arms of the French. The very narpe 
of P — makes them tremble, and they think you a 
confounded deep jockey, let me tell you/' ** Do 
they?" replied he, grinning horribly a ghaftly 
fmile ; •* I'll give them reafon to think fo, ifl can. 
Well, Baron, you muft come and dine with me 
to-day, and we will crack a bottle together, when, 

with the afEftance of D , G , and the 

D— . of P , we muft contrive fome new fcheme 

for the prefervation of regular governments." " We 
have heard much of a young nobleman who has 
threatened to march to Parisy*' cried I ; ^* the 
Pariilans are panic -ftruck left he fhould come, and 
the ladies has painted him to their imagination as a 
moft terrible herculean fellow." O! you mean 
Lord H— ," faid the Minifter; •* he is a lord of 
the new creation, and inftead of being fo dreadful 
as they think, he is a poor effeminate little fellow 
as ever you faw in your life.,..But you know that 
it is necefTary to make a noife to *^jplit the ears of 
the groundlings J* The common people muft be 
kept in awe by ftrong meafures, boifterous founds, 
thefiring of cannon, the beating of drums, military' 
afTociation^, barracks, and all the pride, pomp, and 
circumftance of glorious deception muft be prac- 
tifed to operate in their fears. The precepts of 
Machiavel and Mandeville are my directories m my 

political progrefe ; and 1 find what Mr. W 

calls '* a vigour beyond the latu,*^ abfolutely necef- 
Cciry to enable us to retain our places,'* 

I felt the force of the Minifter's eloquence, 
which had been roufed by my appeajance, and the 
iiimulating effects of hi& morning dram^ and I re- 
turned 
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turned to the Golden-crofs, Charing-crofs, to change 
my drefs an4 prepare for my vifit to this mo^ illuf- 
trious and heaven-born ftatefman, whofe blunders, 
pettifogging quibbles, and mifcalculations, have 
contributed fo much to the eftabliihment of the 
very principles agatnft which he contended. 

On my arrival at the houfe of the Minifter, T 
found him in company with an impudent looking 
fellow, whom I fuppofed was. one of his fpies or 
informers, but on being introduced, I recollected 
that he was a limb of the taw, who had formerly 
fought a duel with the very man whofe patronage 
he was now privately foliciting. Indeed I was not 
furprifed at the duplicity of this barcifter, and we 
fat down to our roaft beef and wine, while numbers^ 
of the populace were feafting on the eleemofynary 
nutriment of digefted bones, manufactured at the 
foup {hops. 

I was furprifed at the hilarity of the minifter and 
his friends who fat down to dinner, to the number 
of about twenty. They feafted with as much fere- 
nity, and related their bon mots with as much hila« 
lity, as if an univerfal pacification had tranquillized 
Europe ; and in tlie couife of three hours got fo 
compleatly intoxicated, toafling regular govern- 
ments, church and king, &c. that the fervants were 
obliged to carry them to couches provided/or the 
purpofe. One of thefe officious lacqueys came to 
put me to bed ; but this I conQdered as an infult,. 
and giving him a found box on the ear, I vaulted 
over his head ; and on his turning round to fee 
what was become of me, I pulled off my head, and 
making a low bow to the Minifter, who lay fnoring 
in an elegant couch, in the form of that ufed by the 
old Romans at their meals^ I put my head into my 

great- 
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great-coat pocket, and walked away as fober as a 
judge, to the great aiAazement of the^ footmen. 

On my return to the inn, the bar-maid, after 
rubbing her eyes and flaring at inc for* a moment, 
wasfeized with a fit of trembling, and ran fhrieking 
into the kitchen. I difcovered that her terror 
arofe from the fimple circumftance of my head not 
being in the ufual place ; I took it out of my 

J socket, and immediately re-placed it on m)r neck, 
that when the young woman returned with two 
-or three of the waiters, they burft into a violent fit 
of slaughter, while ihe ftood aghaft with aflonifb- 
menti The waiters then apologized to me, and 
told me the occaiion of their mirth, at which I 
aflFected to laugh, but in re^tiring to my apartment,'' 
I refolved to be a little more circumfpect, left I 
(hould be taken for a magician. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Quack Doctors take advantage of the Baron* s com' 
municative dijhofition.,.. BrodunCs nervous cordials, 
Solomon's balm ofGilead, Perkinses metallic trac* 
iorSf all inventions of the Bar qn.,. .Meets Mr. Per^ 
kins, who is gratefuL,.Perfqrms a curiousjurgital 
operation in his prefence,.„DeJcants on theimpra* 
priety ofujtng oxygen gas.. ..Ingratitude of Quack 
Doctors....Anecdote of an Egyptian emir....Recom^ 
mends the mode of puntjhing unfuccefsful phyji^ 
cianSf practifed in the eaji. 

AND here I muft own with regr«t, that my gene* 
rous and commnnicaliye difpofition has Deea 
the caufe of much evil to the good people of £ng« 
land ; for it is owing to my ingenuity that therr 
health is annoyed with fuch a multitude of fpeci- 
lies for every difeafe. Little did I imagine,^ while 
exhibiting my arcana to the company, that fo many 
empirics would avail themfelves of my difcoveries 
in medicine, and by the mifapplication of things in 
themfelves innocent, nay efficacious, if adminiftered 
with judgment, they (hould be the death of fuch 
numbers of credulous people. 

As the only atonement i can nriake to the public 
iot the unforefeen mifery of which I have been the 
fource, I will now defcribe the moft popular nof- 
trums. The moft notorious of thefe is, the nervous- 
cordial and the botanical fprup ; the origin of which 
wasfimply this :.... Dining with the late Dr. Bofly, 
(who for years lived fumptuouily, by pretending to 
reftore fight), the footman came up to acquaint the 
Doctor that a plumb-pudding had burft in the 

clothe 
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cloth, and was unfit for ufe. " Let me have a 
little of the liquid in which it was boiled," faid I: 
Upon which lie brought me a bafon-full of a 
browniih liquor, intermixed with raiiins, flour, and 
other ingredients of the pudding. ** Doctor," faid 
I, ''an ingenious man might foon realize a fortune 
by felling the liquor, under the name of botanical 
fyrup^ and by intermingling a little mercury, it 
might in fomc cafes be efficacious." *' Aye,'* re- 
jjlied Bofly, *• but Fm afraid it would do more 
harm than good." ** Then," faid I, " mix it up 
with a fmall quantity of brandy, inftead of mercury, 
and call it. a nervous cordial." •'Well, Baron," 
faid he, fmiling, " you are a very ingenious man, 
and blefled with a moil fertile invention ; but for 
my part, I can get plenty of money by enlightening 
the eyes o4 the credulous Englifh." I obfervea 
the footman liften with great attention, but never 
once thought that he would afterwards fleece the 
people of their money, by realizing what I had 
merely fuggefted to excite mirth. Thus, alas! I 
have madvertently been the death of thoufands 1 

Another inftance of impoiition deferves alfo to be 
mentioned. When I was in Liverpool a few years 
ago, bargaining with the Wett India merchants to 
'jconduct ten thoufand flaves annually to their plan* 
tations, by the excellent conveyance of air balloons; 
1 happened one evening in company with fome 
Jcws^ to enter into a defcription of Jerufalem, 
Mount Gilead, and the remarkable places in Aiia 
mentioned by travellers; and among other parti* 
culars, I defcxibed the famous refinous fubftance, 
called. Balm of Gilead. At the fame time, I hinted 
that any man who could obtain this medicine in its 
purity^ would foon make his fortune, by healing 

ttie 
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the difeafed iri this opu led t nation. The Jews, 
who are ever attentive when gain is the fubject, 
made fereral enquiries refpecting the beft method 
of collecting this precious gum, wnen,unfortunately 
for mankind, I jocularly faid, that an imitation of 
it would do juft as well ; i . e, an infuiion of ginger, 
mace, cinnamon, and other fpices, intermingled 
with honey, and fold at an exorbitant price, would 
-be boueht with avidity by valetudinarians and the 
rich, who often fancy themfelves fick, when in per- 
fect health. To give this medicine a greater degree 
pf dignity, it might be called by fome well-founding 
name, the anti-impetiginest for inflance. For as 
the majority of the human fpecies feldom think for 
themfelves, whoever will tickle their ears with a 
curious name, will* undoubtedly gain their atten- 
tion. 

My Jewifh auditors fmiled, but fhrugged up their 
ihoulders when I finiihed my fpeech, which 1 meant 
as a kind of fatire on quackery, and the credulity of 
the people ; but I find that one enterprizing Jew 
has unce collected a great many guineas, by laying 
the public under contribution in the manner I haa 
recommended. 

This ingenious man has facilitated hisimpofture, 
by publifhing fictitious accounts of cures, and puff- 
ing paragraphs in the newfpapers ; and it muft be 
acknowledged to the honor of the difinterefted edi- 
tors of thofe diurnal journals, that thpy excel in 
fiction an indubilitable proof of their fuperiority of 
genius. . 

I remember that in a former journey through the 

air, in croffing the Atlantic ocean, I felt a defire'to 

, vifit Philadelphia, that I might have the pleafure of 

an interview with Dr. Franklin • He received hie 

with 
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with all imaginable hofpitality, and introduced tne 
to Dr. Perkins, a qtiaker^ wnofe refearches were 
turned to improvements in electricity, and ex- 
periments with the magnet. 
» After liftening to a Ycry learned conYcrfatfon 
between the two doctors, my natural vivacity fug- 
gefted an improvement in fufgery . " An ingeni- 
ous fellow/' faid f; " tnight, by giving a new liam^ 
te magnetized metals, attract the heavicft of all 
ifnetals from tlie purfes of the rich and credulous ; 
and I ihould not be afraid to make a fortune in a 
few years, by pietending to cure rheumatic pains, 
tooth^ache, gout, inflammations, burns, and Icalds, 
and fimflffr ailments to which people of all ranks* 
aire fubject.*' Franklin fmiled, faying, «* No, 
Munchaufen, your project is ingenious, but ft 
would be unfuccefsful among the Americans, who* 
ate a Khreird, canning, and fwindling people them- 
felvesi and therefore very cautious m patronizing^ 
the pre<ten&on«<orimpoi!ture." «' Then, replied J, 
*f let the philoibphtc adventurer make his cxperi* 
ments in France or £ndand....Let him, prepare i^ 
number of pretty little bits of iron and brafs, arid 
^U fkem fwiulSc iractors, ^nd my life for it, he wiW 
attract many fupetfluous guineas that lie loofe in tl^e* 
pockets <af diipes; nay, his metallic tractors will 
difineumber the credulous of their ca!h with greater 
certainty than even the famous knife of that cete- 
bmated pickpocket; George Barring:ton. Fra>nkliti 
ohuckted at what he called awhimfical idea, but 
Dir. Perkins feemed deeply aSfeclcd . 
I' Well, Gentleifie*, who would have thought it; 
#11 fny rev«(«ting Englafid, I found a young A me-' 
iMm, pmctifing with- great fuccefs..MWith what ?...• 
Wii^; witk^heMiy^fnetallie tractois which | hadt 
t »-.'.• 1; I formerly 
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formerly mentioned, by Jpve ! Suppofing him to 
be fome friend of Dr. Perkins, I honoured bin) 
with a yifity when I recollected that he was the 
felf fame chubby faced boy, who had formerly^ 
rubbed down my hole when I vifited his father in 
Connecticut. 

. He recognized me at the firft glance^ leind pre* 
fenting me a pair of the metallic tractors....'* There, 
BikTon," faid he» ** are the inftrumeats which ow^ 
their exigence to your ingenuity." He then pro* 
ceeded to inform me, in a confidential way, that he 
imported the tractora from America, in order to 
keep up appearances, thought be could have them 
juft as weU fabricated in Liondon. He had taken 
qui a patent, he faid, that he might be authorized 
to practife impoiitioiiy and acknowledged that hif 
efforts to dupe men had in general been unfuccela* 
ful> but he found women much more credulous. 
^* Were it not for the ladies, horfes^ and I might 
idd, affes,'^ faid he, fmiling, ** I ihould foon be 
oU^ed to retiirii to America ; but now by puffii^ 

Jaragraf»hs in the newfpapers, and letters from 
yppcritical or fanatical clergymen, I am in a fair 
way of making a fortune ; nay, I hair^ bought 
largely in the American funds already." 

After c€Mi£ratuIadng my ingenious youM friem) 
^n this fuccelsful outfet, I hinted that I .could com^ 
municate greater fecrets in the art of healii^..^ 
*' For inuaiKe, fir^'' faid I, *' my ikil) in furgery 
i$ fo grea^, that I can tak^ off a bead, or put it on 
at pleafure. 'Tk one of the eaileft things ja 
i^ature," continued^!, giving iny head a.fudden 
twift, and taking it off with my right hand. Whe% 
1 re-placed n^ head^ I obfefvcd the young furgeoa 
Ibaring witli sunazem^nt^ ^^ gilkttd me ione 
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tlioufand guineas for the fecrct, but I declined it, 
at the fame time pointing out the impolicy of heaN 
ing difeafes-.." 1 could cure any diforder, my dear 
friend," faid I; *• nay, even prevent death, and 
confer immortality more effectually than the oxygen 
gas of Dr. Beddoes. But the confequence would 
be mof): cahmitous indeed! the world would be- 
come fo populous, that the fears expreffed by Mr. 
Godwin, in his Political Juftice, would be realized, 
infomuch, that mankind would not have bread to 
eat, but would actually turn cannibals, and devour 
one another. Only think what a tragic circunr- 
ftance it would be, when a beautiful young virgin 
whom you beheld walking through' the ftreets in 
the morning, adorned with the moft codly and 
elegant drels, fhould be feized by fome blood tliirfiy 
butcher, killed^ and ferved up inftead of venifpn, 
for your dinner ! No, fir, we muft e'en let the 
peopte die according to the courfe of nature. In- 
deedv fo dreadful is this fuperabundance among the 
huinan fpecies, that flatefmen, like true philan- 
thrbpifts, go to war with one another, to leuen the 
fuperfluity of ponulation, that the furvivors may 
have a fumcient lupply of neceffaries.** 
* The ingratitude of feveral empirics, to whom I 
have' communicated feveral valuable fecrets, de-* 
ferves to be mentioned. I firit recommended the 
adminiftration of the digitalis^ ox fox glove, which' 
hasfince poifoned numbers of patients with the 
greatefl: fuccefs ? To my fapience is the world in- 
' debted for the difcovery, that an intermixture of 
treacle and water is worth a high price, under tfie 
name of Godbold's Vegetable Baliam ; and many 
' years ago, I inftructed M. De Velno to prepare his 
precious fyrUp, by mixing mead and wine, which 
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is now recommended to John Bull as an- excellent 
fweetener of ike blood! and* indeed, if honey will 
notfweeten a man's blood, I dont know what will. 
I was the inventor of Dr. Barton's Vital Wine^ 
which is nothing in the world but raifin wine, 
quickened with fome of Dr. Beddoes's oxygen gas, 
and which will inflate the ftomgch of a man like a 
bladder. The ladies ftiould be. particularly cauti- 
ous in the ufe of this patent cordial, as the too free 
Tjfe of it may occafion the tympany,, droply, and I 
know not what, to the great detrimeat of their re- 
putation in this cen{brious jtge* * . , 

Among the moil ingenious of thefe inopoftoi;^ 
'.called Quack Doctors, may Be reckoned a felloW, ' 
Ina'med Gardner, who was once a commton fol^^, 
but on coming to London, h^ fuddenly felt hinnfdf 
infpired liy the love of money, and iiivcnted pilts 
ior the ciire of the rheumatifm." He alfo electrifies 
fuch patients as are ftupid enough to apply to him: 
and it reaily is laughaole to fee how eafiW this 
bungler impofes on the credulous.' Doctor Taylor 
too, who pretends he can cure the effects of ,a - 
certain difeafe, has by my advice, ftationed ^n 
honeft looking hale country fellow, as porter. On 
the applicaion of a patient; for fome of the doctor*^ 
medicine, this you ug Efculapius ufhere hisvifitor 
into a parlour, and telling him the Doctor is not at 
home, adds, ** But I dan give you adwize; take 
one box of the Doctor's a/iti-venereal pills, and if 
they don't cure you, why, e'en take another/' 

Such are the principal empirics to whom the good 
people, of England are fo liberal of their money; 
but were they to take my advice, they would adopt 
the cuftom practifed in JEgVPt, which would foon 
leffen the number of Quack I^octo'fs. , 

•' *• In 
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In the year 1777, when I was in Egypt, the 
Emir Hadge was fcverely wounded in a battle. 
M. Grace, the French phyfician, was called in, and 
cured him, but not without fuffering many fears> 
for his life depended upcMi that of the patient. 

This is the general cuftom in the Ea'i, at leafl 
wherever I have travelled ; and it renders the pro- 
feffion of medicine rather dangerous. In Europe 
alas, the danger is confined to the patient ! 

Now I y^ould recommend ittathe Englifh legif- 
lature to adopt this teft of medical ikill,and to make 
a law, by which all phy£ciansihould be accountable 
for the lives of their patients. In the inftance of 
Quack Doctors, the greateft feverity would be 
neceffary; and iiiftead of the Eaftern mode of 
executing criminals, by decapitation, fuch Quacks 
as failed to cure any difeafe for which they propofed 
a fpeci fie, Should be hanged, and their bodies given 
to the furgeons for difl*ection, as is the cafe in fome 
inftances of atrocious murder. Let this law be put 
in force^. and my life for it, in fix months hence, 
we {hall neither hear ff Quack. Doctors, noi; their 
ptnaceas. 
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C H A P. XXIX. 

The Bar^n approves a certain treatife on the Peliee 
of London.^Execrates the ingratitude of Coun^ 
jRumfordi,,. Introduces the Fhantafmagorta^ by 
bringing over a Frencfi magic lantern^.. Pre/enis 
a mummy to the condsutor <^the Egyptiana^,<,t,ulf>* 
gium on fpectrglogy^.Has fame thoughts off etting 
vp^as magician, 

oINCE my arrival in Londor^, I have been con* 
*^ fulted by maik of thdTc projectors and philofo* 

hers, who wifh to obtain fame and emolumenl 
f^eiFJMyisntions. Among others, the magiftrate 

ho wrote Xuch an elaborate treaiife on the police 
of this capital, Mras advifed by me to publifh that 
profound, fublime, and beautiful work* in which 
he has magnified the vices of the lower clafles, biu 
very judicioufly otnitted the foibles of the great. 
' * Y^u know, fir,-' faid I, ** that it is neceffary to 
throw the whole eenfure on the common people^ 
who are illiterate, and confequently unable ta 
defend themfelves. 

This liberal mode of fatire has been fuccefsfully 
purfued by the renowned Edge worths,in two hand- 
fome great-coat pocket volumes, on education. 
S r Edward *♦*♦* has adopted the fame ingenious 
expediept iahis flMe 4>{ tlie people of Ireland. 
But, fir, you muft fpeak refpectfully of perfons of 
quality. Titles are not fo highfy revered by the 
people, as they were formerly ; and the greateft 
circumfpection will be neceffary to preferve the 
equilibrium of fubordinatjon." The magiftrate 
thanked me for my advice ; and has llnce held 
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feveral confultations with me on the cftablifhment 
oi A CENTRAL POLICE ; Hay, he went fo far as to offer 
me the management of the bufinefs. This 1 re- 
jected with difdain.../* What!" faid I, with a ge- 
nerous heat, <* Shall the celebrated Baron Mun- 
chaufen be degraded into afecond Sir John Field- 
ing, a prince of thief-takers ! No, fir ; a man who 
has rejected the love of an Emprefs, and might 
have reigned over thirty millions of Ruffian favages, 
can never ftoop to the regulation of a police office.'' 
On this the magifkrate grew warm, muttered iome- 
thing about Cold-bath-fields^ and hinted that he 
fhould willingly difpenfe with my vifits in future. 
Such is the ingratitude of mankind I when they 
meet with a communicative man of genius like my- 
felf, they fqueeze him, as Bonaparte did the lemon, 
and throw the peel away as ufeiefs. Indeed, I am 
fo fully convinced of the duplicity of fpeculators 
in genera], that I am determined to publiih the 
refult of my lucubrations to the world, that man- 
kind may eqnsilly profit by them. This I ihall do 
without a pretext, fov as fame, not profit, is my 
wiih, I Ihall rejoice in the univerfal good effects ik 
my improvements. 

To detail all the particulars of the ingratitude of 
others, would only tire the patience of my good 
natured reader. The economic plan of Count 
Rumford was iirft fu^gefted by me, though I muft 
^cknawkd^e t-hathe improved on my idea. I only 
recommended greater economy in tne ufe of coai, 
from my know^dge of fubterraneousas well as fob- 
marine productions ; but the German Count was 
defirous fee> limit the confumption of all neceflaries. 
I only propofed to keep the people without fire, 
but this excellent philanthroptft infifted on their 
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living without food; or at Icaft fuch food as th« 
people of Jingland bad been aceuflomed to ! 

Had the vap&ur^loving Count Rumford, hke me, 
defcended into the vaft coal-pits of Northumber- 
land^ and beheld the flupendous excavations which 
extend fo many leagues, and which will probably 
undermine London, iffelf, and bury Great Britain 
in the ocean, he might have warned the people 
againfl burning pit-coal. For my own part, I 
think it my duty as a citizen of the world, to advife 
the Englifli to. be more frugal of their iutly unlefs 
tb6y wiih to exift iq a fMbmarine ilate, as I have lb 
often done myfelfc 

My talents have not been altogether employed 
in the fcience of politics^ fince my. refidence in 
Xpndon ; the public amufements have alfo engaged 
my attention. When I wa» lafl: in Paris, 1 ob* 
ferved the delight willi which the people of that 
gay capital thronged tath« theatres, to behold 
ghofts, mouldering callles, battles,, and infhort, a 
combination of hojirors,, which excited the terror of 
the audience,, by powerful fbage effect. This fpe- 
cies of amufement is what my friend M. Mercier^ 
in his Fableau de Paris, calls the phaniafm agonyu 
As I knew that the Englilh delighted in marvellous 
flories, and terrific exhibitions, I brought over a 
magic lantern, on a new conftruction, and prefented 
it to M. De Philipfthal, who ha» fince fo fuccefe- 
fully raifed irnaginary fpectres with it under the 
curious name Phaniafiaagarin. 

For the ftill ^eater gratification of the curious^ 
I prefented an £gyj)tian mummy to the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Lonfdale,. who has iince exhibited it, with 
fome other.trifles, to the gaping. throng,, under. the 
jxamc of Egyptiiana;, 

NotwithfEanding 
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Notwitliftanding ray patronage^ howeveri I am 
forry to fay that the performers at the Lyceum do 
not meet with the encouragement tbey ;ment ; bi>t 
as they have recently advertifed the exhibhion of 
** d few traditionary gko/iSy' it is to be hoped the 
lovers of thQ profound^ rational, delighti^ul^ and 
irtftructive fcience Qfjfpecirology^ and ** lying won- 
der^'' will liberally patronize this pleafing exhi* 
bitioHr 

Indeed, I have fome thoughts of fettingup as a 
magician myfelf, and from my ikill in. the ocult fer* 
juices, I (hall be. abW ta *' Qm fpirjts from the v^y 
4eep/' . Perhaps ibme credulous peifoa may reply, 
.*' Aye, .but will th^y come ?" i anfwer, to be ture 
Ibey willy whea the woj3fier«^orking Baron Munt 
cbaufen raifes bis wand^ what deooon daie se&Q; 
ks power? 



CHAP. XXX. 

'Short retrqfpect of fame of the Baron's aichievemenU 
....iie could eajm found a more curious in^ituiioti 

" than the Britijh Mujeum.,,. Recommends his adven^ 

, iures as a propfr fubject for aU the, votaries of 
dramatic reprefentation,.,.Lauiapte ambition tp 
invent fomeihing u/efuL,. Project for a general 

[ peace ^ communicated by Verbis (0 the' Bfron,<m*Her 
fpeech on that occaRon. ' r ; " 

rjpHE reader of my travels muft^ be 'convinced 
'•*•■ that I have had a inoft eicell^nt^oppoftunity 
of QQlIecting foffils in my fublerranea^ri ftciiHidhs'. 
- ^ ^ Had 
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Had I forefeen the benefit to be derived from bring- 
ing ctiriofities to London, I could have preferved 
the ftag, with the fine cherry-tree growing between 
his srntTers ; nay, had I brought down a collection 
of the lunar trees, which produce different aninrals, 
I might have made a fortune by exhibiting them to 
the curious. Inlhort, all the curiofities in the 
Britiih Mufeum would appear insignificant, when 
compared with thofe in my repofitory. My defcent 
into Mount i^tna, where Empedocles had ventured 
before me; my amour with Venus; the jealoufy 
of Vulcan ; ana the puniihment inflicted on me in 
confequence of vfhkn I was compelled to return to 
this world ; my rapid aerial voyage on an eagle's 
back, together with my fubfequent exploits and 
adventures, muft afford ample materials for an 
Engliih pantomime-monger^ and mock tragedy«- 
writcr. 

In the hands of a ikilful writer, my extraordinary 
hiftory might be manufactured into' every fpecies 
of dramatic compofition; and the public might be 
amufed with my viciffitudes, under different names, 
fuch as, Munchaufen, a tragedy ; the wonderful 
Baron, a comedy ; the witty Dutchman, a farce; 
the loves of Venus and Miinchaufen, an opera, at 
lead equal to Artaxerxes ; and the Muncnafiapa, 
a pantomime. 

Genius is active, and muft be exerted; and 
though my countrymen have been reproached as 
deftitute of that creative, faculty, I feel a generous 
ambition to eftabliih bur reputation, by the per- 
formance offomething wohderful and ufeful. To 
evince myfuperior Uberality of fentiment, I {b?U 
communicate my project, and folicit advice and 
affiftance^ as the French did when framing their 

eonftitutioo ; 
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oonftitution ; confequently I (hall require no patent 
(or the ejcclufive benefit of my difcovery. It (hall 
be known to all« as it is deligned for the reciprocal 
good of all. The firft hint of my project was 
GMcimumcated to me by Venus, during my abode 
with her in the Elyfianfhades. ** On your return 
to eartl^ my dear Baron," frid flie, "you muft 
eftablifh univerfal peace, and prevent future wari 
among mankind; tor it grieves me to the heart to 
fee fo many brave men cut down in their prime^ 
and turned into manure for the earth they were 
deftined to inhabit." She then put into my hands 
a rough iketch of a plan for realizing a general 
pacification over the gIobe« 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Finn t0 promote happinefs in the world.^'Defirttction 
i>f alt warlike injlrumenfs.^Motives iy tifhich all 
Jtatejmeh would er^oin peace. Ike lawsadminifiered 
gratis^..Attornies fuppreffed^^^Phyfidans to be 
paid by the flate,... Quack Doctors banijhed.^m 
' Xjf ambling prohibited;^. Marriage encouraged by 
Tewards.^.6elibacyfubjected uTjine and impri/on" 
ment. 

A PLAN for the happineis t>( mankind, coneeiv* 
^^ cd by the queen ol love and beau^ herfelf, 
will doHbtlefi be acceptable to readers of tioth fexes; 
but I apprehend i( would require all the influence 
of her irniles and her eloquence to carry it into 
Wweci« 

la the firii place, ihe required that camfon, 

mvikets^ 



( 88 ) 

mufquets, fwords, and in fliort, all inftrumcnts ot 
war, ifaould be deftroyed, or formed into imple- 
ments of agriculture, and tools for the promotion 
of arts and fciences. In order to prevcrit the am- 
bition of ftatefmen from oppofing the meafure, ihc 
propofed to double their lalaries on the eftablHh- 
ment of 'a * peace, with a provifo that whoever 
ftiould propofe any thing hoftile to the univerfai 
peace, Ihould be immediately difcarded, and de- 
clared unfit to govefn the commtiinity. 

The temple of juftice was to be open to the rich 

and the poor alike,, and lawyers were to attend as 

priefts,io^admimfter the benefit x)f the laws gtatis. 

To prevent litigation as much as poffiWe, the god-. 

defs recommended the total fuppreflion of attor- 

nies, notaries, and all peifons who wrote to ferment 

ill-will among mankind, • * ■ 

' For the prefervation of health, Ihe enjoined that 

' nobody but regular ;phyficians;fhoiild prefcribc 

medicines, and that fuchonly (hould be employed 

by the community a& were autfaouied and pnd by 

th? goveraipent. Quack doctors, fabricators pf 

cofmetics, and diiltlleis of ardent ipiritSy were to be 

baniihed to a general receptacle, tor thofe deemed 

pernicious to fociety. 

, Oarribllng of every kind, whether horfeo^acijs, 
lotteries, cards, or ftock-jobbing, were to be prohi- 
bited ; 'and nothing inimical to the gsncral baji|pi** 
nefs encouraged. 

...Marriages were to ho promoted -by newm«d|#-o9i 
the ib^te ^ and a life of fielibacy i»u,ni£bed ,}n fi^^ 
aW- iniprifonment/ Suck was th^ c^dc «f lalWf- 
elicited by Vemis heii^fi bi^ .whether th«]| ^ra 
l^acti^fible iA^thjii^ murld of^^r.'s^jtb^ prem|it.i]4t1ft< 
fit fociety ; is a qucftion to W decided by ou jr mgd^Mtlii 
T^hilofoj)h«», : . /^ '^ ; .: V* 
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